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United States in Second Place as 





Market for Exports From Uganda 


Purchases of coffee placed the United States in second place as q 
market for Uganda’s exports in 1957. 

Continued heavy imports of textiles increased Japan’s share of this 
market, and lower purchases of metal manufactures reduced the market 
for the United Kingdom and the European countries. Rigid dollar import 
restrictions kept the U. S. share low. Total exports were up and total 


imports were a little below 1956. 


The cotton crop was lower in 1957 but coffee, sugar, and tobacco 


production increased. 


The Uganda Government announced it would purchase the Nyanza 
Textile Industries to insure increased production of cotton textiles. 

Cement production increased in 1957. Copper production increased 
and will probably increase further in 1958. A pilot potash plant began 
operation in 1957 as a beginning step in large-scale production. 


Uganda's export found an important 
market in the United States. Although 
the United Kingdom continued to rank 
first as a country of destination for 
Uganda's exports, the United States by 
virtue of increased purchases of coffee, 
took a close second place after the 
United Kingdom. In the 10-month pe- 
riod of 1957, the United Kingdom and 





the United States accounted for 21 per. 
cent and 19 percent, respectively, of 
Uganda's direct exports. West Germany 
ranked as Uganda's third best customer, 

Commodity import data showed con- 
tinuation of the upward trend in im- 
ports of synthetic fabrics and cotton 

(Continued on page 23) 





Use New Schedule 


The U. S. Department of Com- 
merce maintains offices in the cities 
listed below for the purpose of pro- 
viding prompt service to internation- 
al traders, 

Among the services many export- 
ers find of value is the assistance 


rendered on proper statistical classi- . 


fications on export documents. A re- 
vised edition of “Statistical Classifi- 
cation of Commodities Exported from 
the United States—Schedule B” is 
now in effect and the new classifi- 
cations must be used. Prevent delays 
to your export shipments due to in- 
correct numbers by consulting with 
your nearest field office if you are 
in doubt. 


In addition the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce keeps the field offices 
fully informed on the documentary 
requirements of foreign countries. 
The experienced field staff will be 
glad to assist you on these and re- 
lated matters upon request. 
ae eae, N. Mex., 321 Post Office 

hone: 7-0311. ~ 


Atlanta 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bidg., 
Luckie St., N.W. JAckson 2-4121. 
Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. Liberty 2-560. 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 504 Federal Bidg., 117 
Ellicott St. MAdison 4216. 
Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jas- 
pits. West End Broad St. Phone: 
-7771. 
Cheyenne, Wyo., 207 Majestic Bidg., 
St. and Capitol Ave. Phone: 8-8931. 
Chicago 6, Ill., Room 1302, 226 W. Jackson 
Blvd. ANdover 3-3600 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 442 U. 8. 
and Courthouse. DUnbar - 1-2200. 


16th 


Post Office 


» 


B—Prevent Delays 


Cleveland 1, Ohio, Federal Reserve Bank 
Bldg., E. 6th St. and Superior Ave. 
CHerry 1-7900 

Dalias 1, Tex., Room 3-104 Merchandise 
Mart. Riverside 8-5611. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
KEystone 4-4151. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
WoOodward 3-9330. 

Greensboro, N. C., 407 
Bldg. Phone: 3-8234. 

Houston 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 
Blidge. CApitol 2- 7201. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
ELgin 4-7111. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Room 2011, 911 Wal- 
nut St. BAltimore 1-7000. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., Room 450, 1031 Si. 
Broadway, Richmond 9-4711. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 

JAckson 6-3426. 

Miami 32, Fla., 316 U. 8. Post Office Bldg. 
FRanklin 9-5431. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bidg. FEderal 2-3244. 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 
EXpress 2411. 

New York 1, N. Y¥., Empire State Bidg. 
LOngacre 3-3377. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., Jefferson Bidg., 1015 
Chestnut St. WAlnut 3-2400, 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave, 

ALpine 8-5851. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
GRant 1-5370. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Court 
house and P. O. Bldg. CApitol 6-3361. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. Phone: 2-7138, 
Richmond 19, Va., 409 Post Office Bldg. 

Milton 4-9471. 

St. Louis 1, Moe., 910 New Federal Bidg. 
MAin 1-8100. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
St. EMpire 4-2552. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house, YUkon 6-3111. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
F. U. Bidg. ADams 2-4755. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 809 Federal Office Bidg., 
909 First Ave. MUtual 2-3300. 


U. 8. Post Office 
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Second 6-Year Plan Provides for Good Market 


Mozambique Economic Activity Spurred 


The Mozambique economy was at a high level throughout 1957, 
stimulated by the first 6-year development plan and by increased transit 
traffic through the Province’s major ports. 

The second 6-year plan provides for a good market for agricultural, 
construction, railway, communication, and power machinery and equip- 
ment. American machinery is highly regarded. The most promising 


cashew-nut industries. 


_prospects for American investment lie particularly in the mining and 


The Government’s financial position was strong, and the balance 
of trade improved. The value of imports from the United States 
declined. U. S. dollar exchange was generally reserved for essential 
imports. Principal U. S. imports from Mozambique were mineral ores, 
sisal, cashew nuts, tea, and mangrove bark. 

Mineral and agricultural production increased and industrial devel- 
opment progressed at a moderate pace throughout the year. 


Commerce should reap _ substantial 
benefits from the second 6-year develop- 
ment plan and there will doubtless be 
a good market for agricultural, con- 
struction, railway, communication, and 
power machinery and equipment. U. S. 
manufacturers stand to get a share of 
these sales since American machinery 
is highly regarded in Mozambique. 

All of the items are in the so-called 
“essential” group so that dollar ex- 
change probably could be obtained 
without undue difficulty. Sales will 
depend on competitive prices and on the 
assurance that spare parts will be 
readily available. Difficulty of obtaining 
spares in the past has undoubtedly 
caused some buyers to forsake Ameri- 
can machinery. 


Owing to increased imports, exchange 
fund reserves showed a decline in for- 
eign exchange holdings, by $5.07 million 
from January-November 1957. This was 
largely compensated for by an increase 
in gold bullion reserves, the real de- 
crease amounting to $1.16 million. 


Balance of Trade Improves 


Mozambique’s balance of trade in 
1957, while adverse, was more favorable 
than in the preceding year. Commodity 
imports in the first 10 months were 
valued at 2,417,277,000 escudos (US- 
$83,758,648) and commodity exports at 
1,417,898,000 escudos (US$49,130,166). 
The deficit in Mozambique’s balance of 
trade in 1957 was, therefore, US- 
$34,628,482, as compared with a deficit 
of US$37,995,007 in 1956 over the 10- 
month period. 

Principal imports were textiles, auto- 
mobiles and tractors, machinery and 
equipment, iron and steel, wines and 
spirits, petroleum products, foodstuffs, 
timber products, and pharmaceutical 
products. Primary sources of imports 
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during the period January-September 
1957 were: Portugal, 31 percent; United 
Kingdom, 16 percent; Germany (West 
and East), 9 percent; Union of South 
Africa, 9 percent; and United States, 
7 percent. 


Portugal supplied goods valued at 
615,006,000 escudos (US$23.53 million) 
in the first 9 months of 1957, compared 
with US$21.31 in the like period of 1956. 

Based on import figures for the first 
9 months of the year as compared with 
the like period of 1956, only 3 coun- 
tries—Portugal, Union of South Africa, 
Belgium—were able to increase the 
value of exports to Mozambique. The 
United Kingdom, France, Netherlands, 
and Rhodesia maintained exports at 
approximately the same level as in 1956, 
whereas declines were significant in the 
value of imports from Italy, Germany, 
and the United States. 

Principal U. S. imports were mineral 
ores, sisal, cashew nuts, tea, and man- 
grove bark. The United States took 4 
percent of Mozambique’s total exports 
in the period January-November, being 
preceded by Portugal, 42 percent; India, 
13 percent; United Kingdom, 7 percent; 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 5 _ percent; 
Union of South Africa, 5 percent; and 
France, 5 percent. 

Mozambique tea is principally chan- 
neled to the United Kingdom and to 
some extent to the United States, the 
Union of South Africa, Portugal, and 
the Netherlands. Increased production 
and export of tea reflects the expansion 
of the tea industry and several tea 
factories completed over the past few 
years. 

The Government ‘continued its policy 
of assuring large imports of Portuguese 
goods by controlling imports of foreign 
commodities from other than dollar 


areas. These control regulations limit 
such imports to not more than 25-50 
percent of similar commodities of Por- 
tuguese origin. U. S. dollar exchange 
was generally reserved for the importa- 
tion of items considered essential to 
the economy of the Province, viz., pe- 
troleum products, transport equipment, 
industrial and agricultural machinery, 
automotive vehicles, iron and steel, and 
drugs and pharmaceuticals. No Ameri- 
can automobile costing more than US- 
$2,079 (60,000 escudos) could be im- 
ported in 1957; however, the ceiling 
price was raised to US$2,252 as of 
January 1, 1958. 


Mining Encouraged 


The most promising prospects for 
American interests. appear to lie in 
investment in the mining industry. 

In a move to encourage mineral 
development, the Government opened 
two large areas for prospecting in 1957. 
One is in the Alto Ligonha area, already 
the largest mineral producing center, 
and the other is the entire district of 
Tete. Several Portuguese companies 
reportedly have applied for prospecting 
rights in these areas. 

The Portuguese Government an- 
nounced new conditions of prospecting 
for radioactive minerals in Mozambique. 
The new regulation revoked earlier 
legislation which had prohibited such 
prospecting in Government reserves. 

Mozambique-Gulf Oil Co. continued 
seismological exploration and drilling 
during the early part of the year but 
gradually curtailed its activities as the 
expiration date of its contract with the 
Portuguese Government approached. 
The company was negotiating a new 
contract with the Government. 

Production of most minerals showed 
a marked increase in 1957 as compared 
with 1956. The Province’s sole coal mine 
produced 270,000 tons, as compared with 
218,000 in 1956. 

Production of -Columbite-tantalite 
jumped from 25.7 tons in 1956 to 130.9 
tons in 1957, an increase of over 500 
percent. Beryl also showed a sharp 
increase, production réaching 1,696.7 
tons, as compared with 855 tons in the 
preceding year. Other minerals showing 
increased production were: Bauxite, 
5,043 tons (3,764 tons in 1956); bis- 
mutite, 3.5 tons ¢.37); film mica, 30 tons 
(11.5); and tourmaline, 34.9 tongs (3.2). 

Production of asbestos continued its 
downward trend, totaling only 68 tons 
as compared with 183 tons and 273 tons 
in 1956 and 1955, respectively. Other 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Netherlands Economic Decline Eases | 


The downward trend in the Netherlands economic activity appeared 
to be leveling off in February. The rise in unemployment seemed to have 


been stemmed. 


Though the economy has been largely unaffected by the American 
recession, this has become an increasing source of concern. 
Foreign trade was satisfactory, and gold and foreign exchange 


reserves rose. 


Conditions on the money and capital markets relaxed further. The 
cost-of-living index for February remained unchanged for the fifth 
successive month, and, despite a small increase in raw material prices, 
the wholesale price index had not changed through January. 

Industrial production showed little change from last year’s levels. 
Steel production will be raised by the opening of a new plant. 

The first Dutch built and designed passenger car was displayed in 
Amsterdam. The Belgian airline, Sabena, is being developed further. 


Seasonal influences on the economic 
activity appeared less strong than 
normal, and the deflationary forces still 
prevalent could result in further slight 
declines during the year, particularly if 
external recessionary pressures make 
themselves more strongly felt than they 
have in the past. 

The Netherlands Employers Associa- 
tion believes that external recessionary 
forces will be increasingly felt by the 
Netherlands if an upswing fails to 
materialize in the United States. Un- 
certainty also is undoubtedly causing the 
Government concern in its future plan- 
ning. 

Only 1,200 were added to the unem- 
ployment rolls in February to bring the 
number to 130,000, and the normal 
seasonal downtown in unemployment 
was expected to occur in March. 


Foreign Trade 
Developments Satisfactory 


Foreign-trade results im February 
were satisfactory, despite a fall of 6 
percent in total trade by value below 
February last year. Exports rose 4 per- 
cent to 914 million guilders (1 guilder= 
US$0.26), whereas imports dropped 13 
percent to 1,090 million guilders, and 
the ratio of exports to imports improved 
from 70 to 84 percent. 

Over the first 2 months of the year 
exports totaled 1,912 million guilders, 
while imports dropped to 2,269 million 
guilders. Although the Netherlands 
would like to see exports expand at a 
still faster rdte, the showing so far is 
not displeasing, particularly since the 
seasonal export peak normally occurs in 
the latter half of the year and since the 
present rise has occurred in the face 
of a downturn in the international busi- 
ness cycle. 

The drop in imports is partially at- 
tributable to the fact that imports were 
abnormally high in the early months of 
1957, but it also reveals the effects of 
the Government’s expenditure restric- 
tion program and indicates that some 
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Treasury paper rates, and a drop jp} = 
yields of long-term Government bonds ag 
on the capital market. ded 
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partly as a result of a further increase 557 a year ago. Despite declining inter) 4¢ 5¢ 
in gold and foreign exchange reserves €St rates, money is apparently still t00) the » 
during the month. This relaxation was tight to encourage much private invest 
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Spanish Industrial, 
Farm Outlook Improves 


Spain’s industrial and agricultural 
rospects improved in February. 
Electric-power restrictions were sus- 
pended, and power costs to consumers 
were increased. 

The foreign-trade deficit for the en- 
tire year 1957 was $386 million, or an 
18-percent increase over 1956. Money in 
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circulation reflected an upward trend, 
living costs rose, and wholesale prices 


urope} increased. 
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Crop Outlook Good 


The continued good weather through- 
out Spain in February made the outlook 
for crops relatively good, particularly 
for cereals and pastures. However, the 
Canary Islands were hit by a severe 
storm. About 70 percent of the banana 


| plantations were damaged, according to 


reports, Tomato crops, extremely im- 
portant to the economy of the Islands, 
as well as potatoes, suffered heavy 
damage. 

The cost of electric power was in- 
creased, effective February 12, by 11.2 
percent to domestic users and 10 per- 
cent for industrial consumers. 


Imports, Exports Rise 


Total imports in 1957 were valued at 
the equivalent of $863 million, compared 
with. $767 million in 1956. Exports were 
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Weekly 


valued at $476 million, as against $441 
million in 1956. Imports still reflected 
a high level of U. S. aid-financed com- 
modities, although such imports were 
down from the peak deliveries received 
in 1956. 

The long-heralded withdrawal of the 
peseta from the former Spanish Pro- 
tectorate (now known as the North 
Zone) of Morocco took place in Feb- 
ruary. The exchange rate applied to 
, the transaction (10 Moroccan francs= 
| 1 peseta) was favorable to Spain, since 
| the prevailing free market rate had 

been about 8 to 1. This surprising de- 
velopment was apparently one factor 

in the continued stability of the peseta 
in the Tangier free exchange market 
at 56-57 pesetas to the dollar during 
| the month. 
| Money Circulation Increases 

After the seasonal contraction in Jan- 
, uary Money in circulation showed an 
upward trend increasing in February 
to 63,738 million pesetas, 1.4 percent, 
compared with an increase of 1.7 per- 
cent for February 1956. 

The USOM cost-of-living index for 
Madrid rose by 0.6 percent in the month, 
which reflects an increase of 1 percent 
in foods and 0.6 percent in household 
expense costs. 

The official wholesale-price index in- 
creased by 13.6 percent from the end 
of 1956 to the end of 1957, compared 
with 14.9 percent in 1956. 
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Philippine Reserves Rise Further 


Philippine international reserves showed a further moderate gain 
of $6.5 million in February, bringing the total increase since the begin- 


ning of the year to $10.4 million. 


Exports and imports declined sharply, but barter trade was at a 
fairly high level. Cash deposit requirements for opening import letters 
of credit were further eased and some cuts in dollar allocations were 


restored. 


The 1959 budget proposing record expenditures was submitted to 
the Philippine Congress. The Philippine President and Administration 
leaders stated publicly that they favored private foreign investment. 

- Living costs declined moderately, according to most official price 


indicators. 


Sharp Import Decline 
Results in Reserve Increase 


Although reserves normally rise sea- 
sonally in the earlier part of the year 
because of heavy sugar exports, total 
exports in February were actually 
down sharply from the preceding month, 
partly owing to reduced copra ship- 
ments. The increase in reserves re- 
sulted, instead, from an even sharper 
decline in imports and higher than 
normal receipts from invisibles. 


International reserves rose for the 
second consecutive month from $143.8 
million at the end of January to $150.3 
million at the end of February. Mer- 
chandise export receipts, however, were 
off more than 20 percent from January 
and more than 15 percent from Febru- 
ary 1957. Since export prices generally 
were slightly higher than last year, 
most of the decline represented lower 
volume. 


Expenditures for imports were ap- 
proximately 20 percent less than in 
January and 17 percent lower than in 
February 1957. Import volume financed 
by these reduced receipts were off more 
than the 17-percent fall in value from 
a year ago because of higher unit im- 
port costs. Thus it appears that import 
credit restrictions and cuts in import 
allocations are beginning to bite into 
imports. 

Barter trade continued at a fairly 
high level, but largely as a result of 
previously issued permits. New barter 
permits granted in February were sub- 
stantially less than the number issued 
in the same month in 1957. Low, grade 
ores and abaca accounted for the bulk 
of the products licensed, ’ 


Import Restrictions 
Further Liberalized 


Import margin requirements for open- 
ing letters of credit were further re- 
laxed and earlier exchange allocation 
reductions were restored for certain 
commodities, in part to minimize dis- 
ruption of productive activity as a re- 
sult of the import restrictions, and also 
to forestall undue price, increases in es- 
sential food items (Foreign Commerce 





Weekly, March 24, p. 9). The relaxa- 
tion was made also to accommodate 
private industry groups who claimed 
extreme hardship resulting from the 
imposition of the import restrictions. 

Through these various measures, the 
Central Bank apparently is attempting 
to substitute more selective import con- 
trols in place of some of the across-the- 
board cuts made at the beginning of the 
year when foreign exchange reserves 
had reached a critical level. Since ex- 
port receipts are falling below, earlier 
expectations, however, the opportunities 
for any significant easing of import 
restrictions without jeopardizing re- 
serves appear limited. Nevertheless, an 
import budget 14 percent larger than 
the budget in the first quarter of 1958 
has been set for the second quarter 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 21, 
1958, p. 7). 


Foreign Capital 
Investment Welcome 


Administration leaders again declared 
themselves in favor of foreign capital 
participation in Philippine economic de- 
velopment. The Philippine President 
said, in a speech before a business writ- 
ers’ group, that foreign capital was wel- 
come in industrial projects, particularly 
in “strategic economic sectors” such as 
mining and steel making which require 
heavy initial capital outlays and call for 
special technological skills. The Presi- 
dent said further that a foreign invest- 
ment law was necessary to protect in- 
vestors against excessive restrictions. 
At the same time, he cautioned against 
foreign corporations attempting to 
maintain complete ownership of their 
oversea firms as well as monopoly of 
its administration. This statement re- 
iterated his known preference for joint 
enterprises involving Filipino participa- 
tion. 

The Speaker of the House, in address- 
ing a different group, joined the Pres- 
ident in welcoming foreign investment, 
and stated that the current Congress 
would never adopt a hostile attitude 
toward friendly nationals. Nonetheless, 
the usual number of bills restricting 
various economic activities to Filipinos 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Mexican Business Seasonally Slow 


Mexican business reflected the usual seasonal slowdown in the first 


2 months of 1958. 


Businessmen were becoming more concerned about the recession 


in the United States. 


Bank credit increased, although monetary circulation declined. 
Wholesale prices showed little change, but retail prices rose further 
and the cost-of-living index reached an alltime high, offsetting increase 


in wages. 


Industrial production facilities, however, continued to expand, with 
several new industries being established and new plants opened. 

The agricultural outlook was more favorable despite expected lower 
wheat crops and reduced coffee exports in accordance with interna- 


tional agreement. 

Although repercussions of the reces- 
sion in the United States were not yet 
strong in Mexico, it was felt that a 
prolonged one would seriously affect 
Mexico’s export markets and have an 
unfavorable effect psychologically on 
Mexican business. 


The monetary circulation, which 
reached its seasonal high point at the 
end of December, dropped in January 
and February at approximately the 
same rate as in early 1957. The credit 
volume of the banks, on the other hand, 
continued to rise slowly, as in the past 
several years. The expansion of money 
and credit therefore appeared to be con- 
tinuing in 1958. 

The business slowdown in February 
was more noticeable in view of the ex- 
tremely high sales in the last half of 
December and early January. Radio, 
television, various other household ap- 
pliances, and cheaper cotton textile 
products moved slowly, but other lines, 
both producer and consumer goods, ap- 
peared to be doing well. Lack of bank 
credit and, therefore, lack of credit all 
along the line was blamed by producers, 
distributors, and retailers for retarding 
sales. 


Cost-of-Living Index 
Reaches Alltime High 


Retail prices rose further, and in 
February the cost-of-living index of the 
working class in Mexico City reached 
an alltime high, which was 1.1 percent 
over January and 19 percent over the 
preceding year’s figure. The rise in food 
costs remained the principal pressure 
behind the trend; clothing prices re- 
mained virtually level after August 1957, 
and the rate of increase in costs of 
household goods slowed down in those 
months. 

Wholesale prices improved slightly, 
and the February index showed a drop 
of 0.3 percent below January and re- 
mained near the general level of the 
preceding 6 months. Upward pressures 
came from the producer goods and non- 
food consumer-goods sectors, but even 
these appeared to be receding in Feb- 
ruary. 

Although some wages increased as 
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much as 20 percent in 1957, a large 
part of the benefits, even to those re- 
ceiving the highest boosts, have been 
consumed by the rise in living costs. 


The new minimum wage rates for 1958-59 
went into effect on January 1. The per- 
centage increase in wage rates through- 
out Mexico was unofficially estimated at 
9-10 percent, which corresponds to the 
increase in the Federal District. 


Industry Expands; 
New Plants Open 


Several new industries were estab- 
lished, the following two companies be- 
ginning operations on January 2: Indus- 
trial Quimica Pennsalt de Mexico, S. A., 
subsidiary of Pennsylvania Salt Manu- 
facturing Co., commenced production of 
chlorine and caustic soda at Santa Clara, 
State of Mexico; and the American- 
owned Industrial Aldos, S. A., near the 





Correction 


The summary that introduced 
the item “Britain’s External Fi- 
nancial Position Improves in Feb- 
ruary” which appeared in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, April 21, page 
3, should have read as follows: 

Britain’s gold and dollar re- 
serves rose by $135 million in Feb- 
ruary, and the import surplus of 
$32 million was one of the lowest 
since World War II. 

The exceptionally small trade 
gap arose from the reduced value 
of imports. Exports were about 
equal to last year’s average rate. 
Exports of $64 million to the 
United States were the highest on 
record, but concern was expressed 
that prospects generally were 
clouded. 

The trade balance improved, in- 
dustrial production and _ invest- 
ments slowed, the value of 
inventories failed to rise, and un- 
employment showed a slight in- 
crease. 











—y, 


Federal District, started deliveries y 
acetic acid and acetic anhydrid, 

Industrias Pohle, S. A., also an Amer), 
can-owned firm in Mexico City, bega 
production of Schaeffer’s SKRIP writing 
inks. Corbu Industrial, S. A. in the! 
State of Michoacan, with U. S.-Mexicn 
capital, commenced production of resin 
turpentine, pine oil, and turpine hyd 
carbons. 

Fundiciones de Hierro y Acero, S. 4 
of Mexico City, which has U. S, partic) 
pation, started production of complej 
railway trucks for use on railway ¢ap 
The trucks are approved for interchang 
with American railways. Wormser-Suig 
de Mexico, S. A., Mexico, D. F., with 
Mexican-Swiss capital, initiated sales of 
dump carts produced in Mexico fron 
Swiss patents, and using American-mag 
motors. Astilleros de Mexico, S, A, ip 
Tampico, Tamaulipas, started its im 
portant shipyard operations. 

The following established firms jy) 
Mexico City opened new plants with! 
increased and improved production fg 
cilities: John Oster Manufacturing (|) 
de Mexico, S. A. which manufacture 
blenders and juicers; Comercial Mex- 
cana de Pinturas, S. A., produciy 
paints; and Casa Morin, S. A. produce 
of pharmaceuticals. 

The new Ciudad Pemex gas absomp 
tion plant in the State of Tabasco wa 
inaugurated on March 3. The plant, with 
a capacity for treating 500 million cubic 
feet of wet gas daily, operated at abou 
half capacity. About 16,000 barrels: 
day of liquid hydrocarbons were beig 
recovered and recycled into the fields 
This area eventually will be the soure 
of dry natural gas to be piped to Mexia 
City and points between. Pemex a 
nounced the completion of the 2} 
kilometer gas line connecting Reynos 
and Monterrey, with an initial daily c- 
pacity of 300 million cubic feet. Whe 
additional compressors are installed it 
daily capacity will be stepped up t 
500 million cubic feet. 


Agricultural Outlook 
More Favorable 


Wheat was in better condition than# 
year ago, and the yield per acre probablj 
will be higher. Total output, howevet 
may not be as large as in 1957, & 
cause of reduced planting area. 

Cotton planting started in Februatj) 
in major growing districts. A shortag 
of certified cottonseed developed, and | 
Mexico may have to use seed which S) 
not up to certification standards; cert 
fied seed was not obtainable from tlt) 
United States owing to shortage. 

The signatory countries to the 
can Coffee Agreement met in Mexie 
City in February and agreed to redut 
by 20 percent the export quotas for th 
April-June 1958 period. Exportation d , 
the amount withheld will be author 











(Continued on page 31) 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
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§. Africa Warns Firms 
On Royalty Contracts 


The Central Bank of the Union of 
South Africa has cautioned local man- 
yfacturers not to conclude patent license 
or other franchise contracts involving 
royalty payments to nonresidents of 
the sterling area before submitting the 


royalty-payment provisions to the Union: 


Treasury for approval. 

Existing South African exchange-con- 
trol regulations require such approval, 
put businessmen often have encountered 

nt difficulties because through 
ignorance of the requirements they had 
not obtained approval. 

In a recent ietter to the Johannes- 
purg Chamber of Commerce the South 
African Reserve Bank observed: 


“Over the past few months we have 
received numerous applications from 
local manufacturers for permission to 
pay royalties to nonresidents under 
franchise agreements entered into with- 
out Exchange Control authority. Rejec- 
tion of certain of these applications, 
which means that the applicant is un- 
able to fulfill the terms of his contract, 
has been met with the plea on the part 
of the persons concerned that they were 
not aware of the restrictions imposed by 
Exchange Control regulation 3. 

‘{t will be appreciated that failure 
to seek our approval in cases of the 


' nature in question not only creates em- 


barrassing difficulties but places the 
local applicant in a position which might 
involve payment by him of the penal- 
ties prescribed by the Exchange Con- 
trol regulations.”—-U. S. Embassy, Pre- 
toria. 





iy Austrian Toritt Law 
Available on Loan 


Copies of the new Austrian 
Customs Tariff Law passed by the 
Austrian Parliament on March 12 
are now available on loan from 
the European Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

Appended to the 2-page law is 
& summary of the so-called moti- 
vation report which accompanied 
the draft law when it was pre- 
. Sented to Parliament, and which 

contains brief explanatory com- 

Ments on the 7 paragraphs of the 

law and on each of its 99 chapters. 

Approval of the new tariff by 
the Parliament was reported in 

Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 

1, 1958, page 9. 
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Ecuador Frees Items From Import 
Deposit, Changes Lists of Imports 


Ecuador on February 11 exempted a number of commodities clas- 
sified in its import list II from the requirement that 100 percent of their 
foreign exchange value be deposited with the Central Bank in advance 
of import, and in February and March made a series of changes in 


import lists I and II. 

Import list I represents items pur- 
chased with official exchange, which is 
15.15 sucres to US$1, and subject to a 
5-percent c. i. f. import tax in addition 
to customs duties. List II imports are 
purchased with exchange obtdined on 
the free market, currently about 16.35 
sucres to $1, and are assessed a 10 per- 
cent c. i. f. tax in addition to duties. 


Many of the items were exempted 
entirely from the deposit requirement. 
These include malt extracts for food 
industries; seed; resins; concentrates 
for manufacture of soups; cellulose de- 
rivitives in noncoherent masses; arti- 
ficial plastic materials in resins; dyeing 
extracts; lampblack; certain colors; es- 
sential or volatile vegetable oils; casein; 
matches; certain types of rubber; cer- 
tain kinds of paper and paperboard; 
plate and sheet glass; previous metals; 
plated iron, steel, and copper; automo- 
bile engines; lawnmowers; bicycles; 
motorcycle parts; and rifles. 

For additional items the deposit was 
reduced to 50 percent of c. i, f. value. 
Imaportant commodities included in this 
group are pepper, cloves, cereals of 
some kinds, cod liver oil, fruit juices, 
and some cement and asbestos products. 

These new exemptions, put into effect 
by Monetary Board Resolution No. 245 
dated February 11, are in addition to 
those reported in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, March 10, 1958, page 8. 


Small food fish used for restocking 
rivers and lakes, tariff item No. 19 was 


added to list I, by Executive Decree 


2105, effective February 11, and imports 
made subject to authorization of the 
Directorate General of Fishing and 


Hunting. This item was formerly pro- 
hibited. 


Sensitized, unexposed motion-picture 
film in units 1,000 feet or more long, 
item No. 294 (a), was transferred from 
list II to list I (Executive Decree 1975- 
b, effective February 11). Film of short- 
er length continues to come under list II. 

Felt hat forms, No. 607, was trans- 
ferred from list I to list II (Executive 
Decree No. 7, effective February 11). 

Nonelectric heaters and stoves, No. 
735, and water heaters and similar ar- 
ticles, No. 838, were transferred from 
list I to list II (Executive Decree 8, 
effective February 11). 


Electrothermic apparatus used to seal 
or close containers of plastic material, 





No. 865 (c) 2, was moved from list II 
to list I (Executive Decree 1637, effec- 
tive February 11). 

Medicated milk, No. 24 (b), was re- 
turned fo list I from list II, where it 
was placed last December (Executive 
Decree No. 245, effective February 25). 

The following items were transferred 
from list I to list II by Executive Decree 
No. 246, effective February 25: 425 (c), 
Cardboard and paper in rolls or sheets, 
oiled or tarred (roofing paper); 501, 
carded woolen yarn; 502, worsted yarn; 
504, other wool yarn; 727 (a), wire 
staples; 727 (c), nails only. 

Metallic structures for bridges, No. 
719 (c), were returned to list I from 
list II, where it was placed last Decem- 
ber (Executive Decree 246, effective 
February 25). 

Coconuts, No. 54 (c), fresh peaches, 
No. 60, and printed charts for measure- 
ment of temperature, humidity, time, 


_ete., No. 440 (d), were added to list II 


(Monetary Board Regulation 248 of 
March 19). These articles were previ- 
ously prohibited. 

Import of retreaded or used tires was 
prohibited (Monetary Board Regulation 
249 of March 19). Tires are classified 
under tariff item No. 375. 

Ceramic statues and ornaments, No. 
658, previsusly prohibited, were placed 
in list II (Monetary Board Regulation 
250 of March 20). Import of ceramic 
lamps, also included in this classifica- 
tion, was previously permitted.—U, S. 
Embassy, Quito. 

Notation that a 50-percent import 
deposit is now required for some list II 
items should be made in Department of 
Commerce publication .“Licensing and 
Exchange Controls—Ecuador,” World 
Trade Information Service series, part 
2, No. 55-54, April 1955. 





Mexico Raises Boat Duty 

Mexico on April 6 put into effect 
higher import duties on boats. 

The Mexican tariff classifications af- 
fected, with former duty rates, shown 
in parentheses, are as follows: 

756.01.00. Propeller-driven boats of any kind 
up to 35 meters long, 1,000 pesos per lineal 
meter and 35 percent ad valorem (75 pesos 


each and 20 percent; formerly referred to 
boats up to 10 meters long). 


756.01.01. Propeller-driven boats of any kind 
over 35 mefers long, 8 percent (no change in 
duty, but formerly included all such boats 
over 10 meters long). 


—U. S. Embassy, Mexico, D. F. 
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Mexico Changes Various Duties 


Mexico in February and March raised 
import duties on iron and steel bands 
and some plastics; lowered import du- 
ties on installations of machinery for 
the cement industry, and some plastics; 
raised export duties on several metals 
and metal products and on fresh corn; 
removed export duties on some gold; 
and lowered export duties on certain 
flowers, strawberries, coal tar colors, 
and copper in precipitates. 

Mexican tariff classifications affected; 
their new duty rates, per legal or gross 
kilogram and percent ad valorem; and 
former rates or an indication of changes, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 


Import Tariff 


Effective February 19 


570.00.05. Classification abolished. (Former- 
ly same as new Nos. 570.00.15 and 570.00.16 
but subdivided. to give preference to solid 
butadiene styrene-based copolimers.) 

570.00.10. Classification abolished. (Former- 
ly same as No. 570.00.17 but not conditional 
upon lack of Mexican substitutes.) 


5700.00.15. Solid synthetic resins derived 
from styrene or polystyrene, even with mod- 
ifying agents added, such as synthetic rub- 
ber, glass fiber, etc., to increase shock resist- 
ance, proved to the Customs ‘Bureau to be 
neither produced nor replaceable by substi- 
tutes pepeeces in the country: 0.10 peso per 
legal kilogram and 10 percent. (New classi- 
fication.) 

570.00.16. Solid synthetic resins derived 
from styrene or polystyrene, even with mod- 
ifying agents added, such as synthetic rub- 
ber, glass fiber, etc., to increase shock resist- 
ance, not mocting conditions of classification 
No. 570.00.15: 0.30 peso per legal kilogram 
and 30 percent. (New classification.) 

570.00.17. Solid petyviny! chloride, as well 
as its thermoplastic compounds, even if pig- 
mented, proved to the Customs Bureau to be 
neither produced nor replaceable by substi- 
tutes ——— in the country: 0.10 peso per 
legal kilogram and 6 percent (0.15 and 15; 
new classification). 

570.00.18. Solid pelyviag! chloride, as well 
as its thermoplastic compounds, even if pig- 
mented, not meeting conditions of classifica- 
tion No. 570.00.17: 0.25 peso per legal kilogram 
and - percent (0.15 and 15; new classifica- 
tion). 


Effective February 26, 1958 


670.07.01. Flat bands or strips of iron or 
steel, over 2,200 millimeters long but not over 
3,700, over 20 millimeters wide but not over 
30, and up to 2 millimeters thick: 0.01 peso 

er _—s kilogram and 10 percent (0.01 and 

). (Fasteners dutiable separately.) 


Effective March 1, 1958 


700.00.15. Installations -of machinery for 
cement industry: 0.03 peso Part gross kilo- 
ram and 4 percent (0. and 5; new classi- 
cation). 


Export Tariff 


Effective February 13 

671.01.01. Rolled bars of copper: 15 percent 
(10 percent). 

671.02.00. Bare wire of copper and its al- 
loys: 12 percent (free). 

671.02.01. Bare cable of copper and fts al- 
loys: 12 percent (free). 


671.05.01. Copper sheets: 15 percent (10 per- 
cent). 

671.06.01. Rods, profiles, large and small 
beams of copper: 12 percent (free). 

674.01.00. ad wire up to 5 millimeters in 


diameter: 27.5 percent (free). 

674.01.01. Lead wire over 5 and up to 10 
| ial in diameter: 27.5 percent (25 per- 
cent). 

677.03.00. Solder of copper or its alloys, 
covered with flux or not, even in wire form: 
12 percent (free). 


681.99.98. Manufactures of bronze, brass, 
and other copper-based alloys, not elsewhere 
specified: 15 percent (free). 

681.99.99. Manufactures of copper not else- 
where specified: 15 percent (free). 

683.99.98. Manufactures of tin, lead, anti- 
mony, zinc, and their alloys weighing up 
to 5 kilograms each, not elsewhere specified: 
27.5 percent (free). 

683.99.99. Manufactures of tin, lead, anti- 
mony, zinc, and their alloys weighing over 5 
kilograms each, not elsewhere specified: 27.5 
percent (25 percent). 

733.00.00 Wire of base metal insulated with 
any material: 12 percent (free). 

733.00.01. Insulated cable of base metal, 
even if assembled: 12 percent (free). 


Effective February 16 


272.00.00. Gold ore: Free (25 percent). 

272.00.01. Gold in concentrates, mattes, 
speiss, dross, or dust: Free (25 percent). 

272.00.04. Gold in other metallurgical prod- 
ucts, not elsewhere specified: Free (25 per- 
cent). 

272.00.05. Gold in anodic muds obtained 
from refining of metals by electrolytic proc- 
esses: 25 percent. (New classification; no 
change in duty.) 


Effective February 19 


281.00.00. Corsages and bouquets of parts 
of natural plants, even if mounted on wire: 
3 percent (10 percent). 

281.00.04. Orchid flowers: 
percent). 

060.00.30. Fresh strawberries without sugar 
added: 15 percent (25 percent; new classifi- 
cation). 

063.00.25. Fresh corn: 0.20 peso per gross 
kilogram and 35 percent (exempt and 25 per- 
cent; new classification). 


Effective March 1 


§12.00.00. Sulfur black or gray: 10 percent 
(35 percent). 

512.00.01. Anilines or colors derived from 
coal tar, not elsewhere specified, of which 50 
grams are soluble in 100 grams of the follow- 
ing solvents: Water; ethyl alcohol of 90 Gay- 
Lussac centesimals at 15° C.; acetone; ethylic 
esters or ethers; benzol; toluene; pyridine or 
aqueous solutions freshly prepared from 1 
percent acetic acid, 1 percent sodium hydro- 
sulphite, 1 percent caustic soda, 1 percent 
sodium sulphide, or a mixture of the four 
solutions: 10 percent (New classification; 35 
percent). 

512.00.02. Pigments or colors derived from 
coal tar, not soluble in liquids listed in clas- 
sification No. 512.00.01: 35 percent (new clas- 
sification; no change in duty). 


512.00.99. Classification abolished. (Former- 
ly, coal tar colors, not elsewhere specified.) 


Effective March 6 


71.05.01. Copper in concentrates, precipi- 
tates, mattes, speiss, anodic muds, and other 
metallurgical processes not elsewhere speci- 
fied: 26.7 percent (description changed to in- 
clude precipitates; no change in duty). 

271.05.02. Copper in impure bars: 27.5 per- 
cent (description changed to omit precipitates; 
no change in duty). pe 


: —Diario Oficial, February 12, 13, 
15, 18, 20, 28; March 5, 1958. 


5 percent (10 





Austria Extends Deadline 
For Free Entry of Fruit 


Austria has extended to April 30, from 
March 31, the closing date for duty- 
free import of oranges, tangerines, and 
clementines (Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Mar, 24, 1958, p. 8). 

The closing date for duty-free import 
of apples is extended from March 31 
to June 30 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Feb. 10, 1958, p. 14). All domestic apples 


. = 


Spain Encourages : 
Wage Increases 


The Spanish Government on March 
21 issued a decree providing that yo. 
untary wage increases granted by em. 
ployers are to be fully credited against 
any obligatory increases in minimun | 
wage levels ordered by the Government, 

Also, such voluntary increases are 
not to be included in assessing social 
security taxes, which amount to about 
40 percent of basic wages, nor will pro. 
duction premiums or incentive wagey ) 
be assessed for social security charges, 

In past years one reason employers 
were reluctant to grant voluntary ip. 
creases was that official increases were 
in addition to voluntary increases, Thus 
employers were encouraged to wait for 
official directives rather than grant 
wage increases when they might other. 
wise have done so. 

Although in the past many companies | 
have in practice avoided social security 
charges on other than legal minimum 
wage payments, the new measure en. 
courages the granting and acknowledg. 
ing of premium wages.—U. S. Embassy, 
Madrid. } 








Paraguay Raises Import 
Deposit for Some Items 


Paraguay has increased the prior 
deposit required for import of certain 
commodities. 

Items affected and new percentage 
deposits required, together with former 
percentages, shown in parentheses, are: 

Jeeps and light trucks, 200 percent 
(100); motorcycles, 200 percent (100); 
sewing machines, 100 percent (50); 
buses 100 percent (50). 

The new rates, provided for by resolu 
tion No. 1, article No. 5 of March 20, 
were put into effect by the Central | 
Bank of Paraguay on March 21.—U, S. | 


Embassy, Asuncion, ' 





Peru Enters Some Sulfur 
Free of Import Duty 





Peru has exempted from import duty 
and customs surcharges “sulfur, crude, 
in any form and in any quantity itr | 
imported through the port of Callao 
and destined exclusively for the prep 
aration of sulfur powder for insecti- 
cides and fungicides to be used in agri- | 
culture and in the manufacture of cal | 
cium superphosphates. ' 

The exemption, provided for by # ° 
Supreme Resolution dated March 15 | 
and published and effective March 2, 
will remain in effect as long as domestic 
production of crude sulfur is insufficient 
to meet demand. 


a 





have been sold and dealers are now It ‘ 
lying entirely on imported fruit.—U. 5 | 
Embassy, Vienna. 
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Peru Levies New 
Duty on Imports 


Peru has levied a new 1 percent ad 
yalorem duty on the c. i. f. value of 
imports entering the country. 

The new special import duty, im- 

by law No. 12,972 of March 11, 
1958, went into effect on March 13 and 
and will remain in effect 20 years. 

Exempted from the new levy are war 
materials consigned to the State; goods 
for personal use imported by members 
of diplomatic missions; goods included 
under international agreements specifi- 
cally calling for such exemptions, such 
as concessions granted by Peru under 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade; goods now free of import duty; 
and all medicines, pharmaceutical spe- 
cialities, and medical-surgical materials 
indispensable for preservation of public 
health. 

Revenues from the new duty will be 
earmarked for économic and social re- 
habilitation of the Department of Are- 
quipa, which was struck “by an earth- 
quake on January 15.—U. S. Embassy, 
Lima. 


Poland Lowers Coal Prices 
for Sweden and Denmark 


Poland has again reduced the price 
of coal for delivery to Sweden and Den- 
mark, according to Swedish and Danish 
sources. 


For Sweden medium size coal is 
dropped from $16.25 to $14.20 a metric 
ton and small-size from $10.55 to $7.25. 

These new prices represent further 
cuts from the sharply reduced prices 
established in October 1957 under a con- 
tract concluded by the Polish Coal Syn- 
dicate and Swedish coal importers for 
delivery of coal in the period October 1, 
1957-April 30, 1958 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Nov. 25, 1957, p. 10). 

The further cuts are attributed to 
Poland’s desire to regain a larger share 
of the Swedish coal market, lost in 1957 
because of its high prices, attractive 
U. S. coal prices, and favorable North 
Atlantic freight rates. 


In an attempt to regain a greater 
share of the Danish solid fuel market 
and to meet competition from petroleum 
products, Poland has reduced its prices 
for coal going to Denmark six times 
since the Suez crisis. As a result the 
price of Polish coal in the Danish mar- 
ket has shown a substantial drop. 

The latest reduction was announced 
by the Polish coal export organization 
independent of its quarterly price ne- 
gotiations with Danish coal importers. 

Under the terms of the 1958 Danish- 
Polish trade agreement Poland agreed 
to make 800,000 metric tons of coal 
available to Denmark.—U. S. Embassies, 
Stockholm and Copenhagen. 
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Honduras to Revise New 
Petroleum Law 


A revision of the Honduran pe- 
troleum law has been submitted 
to the National Congress for con- 
sideration sometime after April 15. 

This action apparently invali- 
dates the law drafted by the for- 
mer Honduran military regime 
and published on January 11 (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Feb. 10, 
1958, p. 9). 

Details of the revised law now 
before Congress are not yet avail- 
able.—U. S. Embassy, Tegucigalpa. 











India Tightens Mine 
Concessions Rules 


India has amended rule 37 of its Min- 
eral Concession Rules, 1949 to provide 
for somewhat stricter state and central 
governmental regulation of mining 
leases. 


Consent of the State Government 
must be obtained in writing before a 


mining lease can be assigned, sublet, 
mortgaged, or in any other manner 
transferred to the extent of any right, 
title, or interest therein. 


Approval of the Central Government 
is also required before a transfer involv- 
ing schedule IV minerals may be ef- 
fected. Minerals covered by that sched- 
ule are: 

Coal and lignite; gypsum, apatite, and 


phosphatic ores, sulfur and its ores; vanadium 


ores; tungsten ores; pitchblende and other 
uranium ores. 


Columbite, samarskite, and other minerals 
of the rare-earths group; uraniferous allan- 
ite; monazite and other thorium minerals; 
uranium; bearing tailings left over from ores 
after extraction of copper and gold. 


Ilmenite and other titanium ores; zircon; 
rutile and beryl; iron ore, manganese ore and 
chrome ore; lead, zine, copper and nickel 
ores; tin and molybdenum. 


Gold, silver, platinum and other precious 
metals and their ores; and precious stones. 

The State Government may by order 
in writing terminate any lease at any 
time if in its opinion the lessee has 
committed a breach of the provisions 
of rule 37 as amended. The order may 
not, however, be issued without giving 
the lessee a reasonable opportunity to 
state his case, 





Peru has exempted imports of wheat 
from all custom duties, specific and ad 
valorem, for a period of 90 days, or 
until June 5, 1958, 

The measure was taken, by a Su- 
preme decree of March 7, in an effort 
to increase the nation’s stock of wheat. 
—U. S. Embassy, Lima. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Australia Relaxes 
Import Licensing 


The Australian Minister of Trade has 
taken measures to simplify the admin- 
istration of import licensing in the April 
1-July 31 period and to relax discrimin- 
ation against dollar imports. 


Exempted from import licensing are 
nickel ingots and shot; rock phosphate; 
muriate and sulfate of potash; ferrous 
alloys; industrial diamonds; abrasives; 
mercury; razorite; cryolite; vermiculite 
ore; and books of nondollar origin. 

Books and printed matter except fic- 
tion will be licensed freely for the dollar 
area. 


Goods to be licensed by the Depart- 
ment of Trade without dollar discrim- 
ination are’ nickel anodes; pine oil; boric 
acid; boron salts; petroleum jelly for 
industrial uses; manilla hemp fibers; 
corkwood and cork waste; diatomaceous 
earth; medicinal paraffin; unexposed 
film for production of television; therm- 
it, and other welding compounds, 


The Collectors of Customs will li- 
cense without dollar discrimination card 
clothing for textile working machines; 
graphite and plumbago; castor oil; palm 
oil; magnesite, dead burned; asphalt 
mastic; fullers earth in bulk; fluorspar; 
vanilla beans; felspar; kapok fiber, 
raw silk, earths and clays other than 
bentonite. 

Titanium dioxide; bronzing and metal 
powders; paper shavings and waste; and 
granulated cork will be licensed on a 
replacement. basis (ability of the im- 


porter to sell) without dollar discrim- 
ination. 





Germany Opens More 
Dollar Area Quotas 


The Federal Republic of Germany has 
announced additional quotas for import 
from all dollar countries of— 


Abrasives consisting of diamond pow- 
der; tools with diamond-cutting edge; 
unmounted small plates, and bars, tips, 
and similar pieces for tools made of 
sintered hard metals; pocket lighters, 
table lighters, and parts thereof, other 
than gold and silver plated; and certain 
toys and Christmas tree ornaments. 


Import license applications will be 
accepted for these goods until an un- 
announced value limitation is reached 
but not after June 30, 1958. Reexport 
will be permitted only against payment 
in freely convertible currency. 

Under a separate action, a previously 
announced quota for import of hothouse 
plants with blossoms or buds (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Feb. 17, 1958, p. 8) 
is extended to include rhizomes (Wur- 
zelstoecke) in growth or in blossom.— 
U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 








FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Ecuador Establishes 
New Drug Regulations 


The Government of Ecuador has in- 
creased its fees and taxes on pharma- 
ceutical and toilet products and estab- 
lished price controls thereon. 

New charges imposed, in sucres, with 
former charges, shown in parentheses, 
are as follows: 

Fee for registration of domestic pharmaceu- 
tical apottas and toilet articles, 350 (100). 

Fee for registration of imported pharmaceu- 
tical specialties and toilet articles, 500 (200). 

Stamp tax on value of domestic manufac- 
turer's gross sales of pharmaceutical product, 
2.5 percent (2 percent). 

Stamp tax on value of domestic manufac- 
turer's gross sales of toilet product, 5 per- 
cent (4 percent). 

Stamp tax on f.o.b. value of imported 
pharmaceutical products, 7 percent (6 per- 
cent). 

Stamp tax on f.o. b. value of imported toi- 
let articles, 14 percent (12 percent). 

An annual fee must be paid to main- 
tain the validity of a_ registration, 
amounting to 10 sucres for domestic 
products and to 20 sucres for imports. 


The National Price Control Board in 
Guayaquil is authorized to fix prices 
charged by pharmacies in Guayas Prov- 
ince and to approve prices fixed by the 
Provincial Price Boards in each Prov- 
ince. Prices fixed must be posted con- 
spicuously in each pharmacy and must 
be reviewed whenever necessary but at 
least semiannually. 

The amended regulations, issued on 
January 20, 1958,-by Executive Decree 
No. 6, became effective immediately 
and the various price-control boards 
were instructed to convene immediately. 

These changes should be noted in 
Department of Commerce publication 
“Pharmaceutical Regulations of Ecua- 
dor,” World Trade Information Service 
Series, part 2, No. 56-67, pages 2 and 3. 


Denmark Abolishes Carnet 
De Passage and Triptyque 


Denmark has abolished the require- 
ment that a carnet de passage or trip- 
tyque be furnished for passenger cars 
of foreign registration entering Den- 
mark. 

This action effective April 1, sim- 
plifies entrance of automobiles belong- 
ing to tourists. 

The Danish Customs Department 
points out that persons residing abroad 





who do not conduct trade, receive a~ 


salary, or have permanent residence in 
Denmark may bring passenger cars into 
the country free of import duty. A cus- 
toms declaration is now all that is nec- 
essary. Passenger cars brought into 
Denmark free of duty under this pro- 
vision may be operated for one year 
but may not be sold to or used by Dan- 
ish residents. 

A carnet de passage gives customs 
free entry to passenger cars between 
countries signatory to the International 


10 








Automobile Convention; a_ triptyque 
gives customs free entry to passenger 
cars between neighboring countries. 





Thailand Increases 
Duties on Luxuries 


Thailand has increased its import 
duties on a large number of items con- 
sidered luxury goods, abolished most 
export taxes, and raised certain other 
taxes. 

Although details have not yet been 
received, the following principal items 
are known to be subject to tariff in- 
creases: Canned milk, tea, coffee, sugar, 
beer, cement, most cosmetics, laundry 
soap and detergents, paint, petroleum 
products, lamp bulbs, radio and tele- 
vision sets, iron and steel, tires, and 
flour and grains. 

In addition, local purchase taxes are 
increased on many imported goods, in- 
cluding refrigerators and air condition- 
ers, gold watches, cameras, passenger 
cars, and gasoline. 

Rates of the business tax on gross 
sales volume are raised in a number of 
industrial and commercial fields. Among 
increases are taxes on gross. sales 
of importers and exporters and on goods 
sold directly by manufacturers. Banks 
and insurance companies likewise have 
become subject-to a higher business tax, 
but on income rather than on gross 
volume of business. 

Parallel with the raise in import 
duties, excise taxes are increased for 
locally produced cement and beer. 

The Thai Government estimates that 
these measures, established by a Royal 
decree promulgated on April 9 for the 
primary, purpose of increasing public 
revenue, will yield an annual increase 
of 700 million baht, 300 million of which 
will be from import duties, 370 million 
from business and purchase taxes, and 
30 million from excise taxes (about 20 
baht = US$1). 

All export taxes except those on rice, 
rubber, and some types of leather, are 
abolished. Revenue from export taxes is 
not expected to fall off drastically, how- 
ever, as rice and rubber constitute the 
bulk of Thailand’s exports.—U, S. Em- 
bassy, Bangkok. 

Further details of the new customs 
duties and taxes will be published in 
Foreign Comerce Weekly as they be- 
come available. 





Iraq Extends Period for 
Opening Letters of Credit 


The Government of Iraq has extended 
to 4 months the time required for im- 
porters of goods from the sterling area 
to arrange for letters of credit. 

The maximum of 2 months formerly 
permitted importers to arrange trans- 
actions before their import permit ex- 
pired often proved insufficient.—U. S. 
Embassy, Baghdad. 


—— 


Costa Rica Changes 
Import Duty Rates 


Costa Rica on March 30 put into 
effect much lower import duties on Coal, 
coke, hydrocarbon derivatives, ghoe 
welts, and certain threads, and on the 
same date substantially raised duties op 
almanacs, calendars, and calendar backs, 


Costa Rican tariff items affected 
their new duties, specific in colones per 
gross kilogram and percent ad valorem 
on c. i. f. value; and former status 
shown in parentheses, are as follows (j 
colon = US$0.1764 at official selling rate). 

305. Coal (anthracite, bituminous, subbj- 


tuminous, lignite, and peat): 0.02 plus 2 per. 
cent (0.06 plus 4). = 


306. Coke of coal and vf lignite: 0.02 plu 
2 percent (0.06 plus 4). 

307. Briquettes of coal, lignite, coke, ang 
peat: 0.02 plus 2 percent (0.06 plus 4). 


398. Halogenated derivates of hydrocar. | 
bons, not specified, for example, chlorals 
chloroform, chlorobutanol, liquid or com 
pressed methyl chloride, chloral hydrate, 
lodoform, etc.: 0.10 plus 10 percent (1.@ 
plus 10). 

522. Soles, heels, and other cut-out of 


made-up parts, not specified, of any material, 
except rubber wr leather, for footwear: (q) 
Box toes, counters, and welts, 7.50 plus 4 per- 
cent. (No change in duties, welts added to 
subitem; formerly covered by No. 522 (pb), 
“all others,’’ dutiable at 15 plus 4.) 

599. Cotton yarns and threads, bleached, 
dyed, or mercerized: (a) Yarns, 1.25 plus 4 
percent; (b) threads, only mercerized, 5 per- 
cent; (c) threads, except those only mercer- 
ized, on cones of 4,500 meters or more and 
in skeins over 150 grams net weight, 10 per- 
cent; and (d) other threads, 20 percent 
(Classification previously contained only two 
subitems, (a) yarns, 1.25 plus 4 percent; and 
(b) threads, 20 percent.) 


1184. Catalogs, posters, advertisements, and 
all other foreign commercial and tourist pub- 
licity and propaganda material, printed, lith- 
ographed, or engraved, on paper or 
board: (b) Backs for calendars, 10 plus § 
percent. (New subitem: previously covered 
under ‘‘all others,"’ dutiable at 5 plus 4 per- 
cent, now renumbered No. 1184 (c) with no 
change in duties.) 


1185. Almanacs and calendars of any kind 
of paper or cardboard: 10 plus 15 percent 
(5 plus 15). 


—Diario Oficial, March 30, 1958 








Higher Credit Assumed 
For German Exports 


Hermes Export Credit Insur- 
ance Agency has agreed to assume 
a larger share of the exchange 
rate and transfer risk, as well as 
the political risk, involved in Ger- 
man export transactions. 

This action, which was to take 
effect on April 1, increases from 
75 percent to 80 percent Hermes’ 
share covering the transfer and 
exchange-rate risk for each trans- 
action and accordingly reduces 
from 25 percent to 20 percent the 
share that must be assumed by 
the German exporter. 

The 20-percent share now 4as- 
sumed by German exporters in 
political risk remains the same.— 
U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





‘Cand Company Asks 
Tenders on Drillboat 


The Panama Canal Company, a 
wholly owned U. S. Government cor- 
poration, invites sealed bids until 10:30 
am. eastern standard time, June 27, 
1958, for the purchase as is, of the 
) grillboat, U. S. Vulcan, with equip- 
| ment and spare parts. 

Bids will be received at the office of 





. | the Chief, Procurement Division, New 
-| York Operations, Panama Canal Com- 


| pany, 21 West Street, New York 6, 
N. Y., and at the office of the Superin- 
+ tendent, Storehouse Branch, Balboa, 
Canal Zone. Bids must be accompa- 
nied by a deposit amounting to 25 per- 
cent of the total bid. 

The U. S. Vulcan, placed in service 
on March 19, 1941, for underwater drill- 
| ing and mining operations, is of steel 
| construction, 151’4” in overall length 


| with 52’7” overall beam. It has three 


drill towers each rising 94’8” above 
deck. The vessel and its equipment are 
located at the Dredging Division, Gam- 
boa, Canal Zone. 

Prospective bidders may obtain from 
the Panama Canal Company in New 
York or the Canal Zone a _ brochure 
containing general sale terms and con- 
ditions, pertinent data, and instruction 
to bidders. Correspondence should re- 
fer to Invitation No. S-58-400, opening 
June 27, 1958. 

A copy of the brochure is available 
on loan from the Trade Development 

Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce; Wash- 
' ington 25, D. C. 


Ethiopia Wants Prices 
On Health Supply Items 


The Central Medical Stores Corpora- 
tion, P. O. Box 976, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, wants descriptive literature 
and price lists from U. S. suppliers of 
health items. 

The corporation, wholly government 
owned, is the central purchasing agen- 
cy for all government and public hos- 
pitals. Its foreign purchases of health 
supply items are estimated to be in the 
neighborhood of $350,000 annually. 








ST 
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Egypt’s 1958 rice crop may drop to 
about half that of 1957, according to 
trade sources. Water from Nile River 
sources is expected to be much less than 
last year, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 

Egypt’s rice crop is planted in May 
and “June and harvested in September 
and October. 


—- es 


April 28, 1958 





Typewriters, Zinc Sheets, Printing 
Press, Other Items Needed Abroad 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procurement 
agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential interest 


to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 


available for review on loan from 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 


Department of Commerce, Washington — 


25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Argentina 
Zinc sheets, 8,000; fibrous cement 
sheets, 3,500; joining clamps, 7,000; 


public tender No. 390; bids to be opened 
May 7 by the Argentine-Bolivian Mixed 
Commission, Yacuiba, Bolivia. 

Terms and_ specifications may be 
obtained on request from the Commis- 
sion’s offices located at Calle Charcas, 
1422, 4 piso, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


Ceylon 


Malathion, 15,000 pounds, 95 percent, 
water wettable powder; bids invited 
until July 18 by the Chairman, Tender 
Board, Ministry of Health, P.O. Box 
No. 500, Colombo.* 


El Salvador 


Printing press, 1 automatic, 5,000 
impressions an hour, bid No. 81; bids 
invited until April 29 by La Proveeduria 
General de la Republic, San Salvador. 
Bid notice in Spanish.* 


Greece 


Typewriters, 115 (105 Greek key 
board, 10 Latin), estimated cost $8,765, 
bid deadline May 13; tool machinery, 
estimated cost $16,670, May 14; tool 
machinery, estimated cost, $16,600; 
accounting machines, 26, and duplica- 
tors, 2, estimated cost $10,400, May 15; 
and automobiles, 10, 4-wheel drive, and 
motorcycles, 10, estimated cost, $43,000, 
May 16. Bids invited by the State 
Procurement Service, Ministry of Fi- 
nance, 56 El Venizelos Street, Athens. 

Water meters, 60, current type; bids 
invited until May 28 by the Greek 
Water Company, 4 Kolokotroni Street, 
Athens. 

Parathion, 12 metric tons; bids in- 
vited until June 5 by the Agricultural 
Bank of Greece, Permanent Supplies 
Committee, 23 El Venizelos Street, 
Athens. 

Additional information and assistance 
to prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Adminis- 
tration, 1028 Connecticut Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C.* 


Iraq 

Tetanus antitoxin, 7,000 vials; bids 
invited until May 15 by the President, 
Central Purchase Committee, Ministry 


the Trade Development Division, 





of Finance, Baghdad. Terms and speci- 
fications may be obtained from the 
Secretary of the Committee in the 
Ministry of Finance for $1.50 a set.* 


Union of South Africa 


Overhead track equipment fittings, 
tender No. C. 7186, and diesel alternator 
sets, tender No. C. 7217, bid deadline 
May 9; and lighthouse equipment, 
tender No. C. 7192, June 27: Bids in- 
vited by Chairman of the Tender Board, 
P.O. Box 7784, Johannesburg.* 


Uruguay 

Ambulances, 17, bid No. 1108, and 
electroemephalograph, 1, eight channels, 
direct ink recording, bid No. 1109. Bids 
invited until May 20 by the Ministry 
of Public Health, Montevideo. 

Only individuals or firms legally ° 
established in Uruguay may participate 
in public bids. Others may enter bids 


through their Uruguayan agent or rep- 
resentative. Bid notice in Spanish.* 


Government of Iraq Invites 
Offers for Crude Oil 


The Iraq Government invites offers 
until May 31 for all or part of some 
5 million long tons of crude oil pro- 
duced from Kirkuk, Ain Zalah, and Zu- 
bair fields during 1959, 

Terms and conditions of sale and 
specifications of the crudes may be ob- 
tained on request from the Embassy 
of Iraq, 2135 Wyoming Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C., and the Consulate 


General of Iraq, 14 East 79th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 


_ A copy of the conditions of sale and 
characteristics of Iraqi crude oil are 
available on Joan from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 








Mexican cotton exports during August- 
January 1957-58 totaled 1,003,000 bales, 
down slightly from exports of 1,014,000 
bales in the comparable period of 1956- 
57, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 

Reduced quantities were exported to 
France and Japan, while direct exports 
to the United States increased sharply. 


« 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 


While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms. 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 
Netherlands 


James Smith & Zoonen (export mer- 
chant), 10 Koningin Emmaplein, Rotter- 
dam, wishes to export direct through 
regional distributors first quality old 
gin, London type dry gin, egg brandy 
(advocat), and various types of liqueurs 
including creme de cacao, creme de 
menthe, apricot brahdy, anisette, kum- 
mel, triple sec, currant brandy, and 
lemon gin—all of Netherlands origin. 
Gin in stone bottles, other beverages in 
white or black glass bottles containing 
1 or 0.75 liter (1 liter equals 0.264 gal.). 
Liqueurs and egg brandy can also be 
supplied in Delft blue vases. 





Buttons 
Italy 

Bottonificio Carlo Gritti (manufac- 
turer), Palosco, Bergamo Province, 


wishes to export direct or through agent 
15,000 gross monthly of pearl buttons. 
Samples and pricelist available.* 


Ceramics 


Italy 

Ceramiche d’Arte Malgari (manufac- 
turer), Via Chiossetto 10, Milan, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 6,000 
items monthly of ceramic giftware, in- 
cluding vases, lamp bases, 
knicknacks, and religious articles. Cat- 
alog and pricelist in Italian available.* 


Chemicals 
Japan 
Sakamoto Shoten, K.K. (Sakamoto & 


Co., Ltd.) (export merchant and whole- 
saler), 10 Nishi-Hatchobori, 2-chome, 


12 


ashtrays, 


Chuo-ku, Tokyo, wishes to export direct 
one metric ton monthly of L-lysine 
(hydrochloride) in crystal powder form. 


Christmas Ornaments 
Japan 

Daiwa Bussan Co., Ltd. (export mer- 
chant), Ichiban-Kan, 1 Kaigan-dori, 
Ikuta Ku, Kobe, wishes to export direct 
glass beads and balls for Christmas dec- 
orations. Any size, type, and design is 
available upon buyers’ instructions. 


Clothing 
Denmark 

BOYTEX, Hviid & Nielsen (manufac- 
turer, exporter, wholesaler of boys’ 
clothing), 3 Gormsgade, Copenhagen N, 
wishes to export direct fancy vests of 
100% wool plaid, taffeta lining, and 
gold-colored metal buttons for boys and 
girls*in sizes 4 to 8 years and 10 to 14 
years. Sample and price information 
available.* 


Cutlery 
Germany 


Solinger Metallwaren-Fabrik Stoecker 
& Co. (manufacturer, exporter of cut- 
lery), 101 Burgstrasse, Solingen, wishes 
to export direct or through agent Solin- 
gen cutlery including pocket knives, 
small handtools, manicure sets, scissors, 
shears, letter openers, etc., some of 
which may be used as advertising nov- 
elties. Illustrated brochures available.* 


General Merchandise 
Denmark 

COMAG (buying agent, export mer- 
chant, commission merchant), 2 Hysken- 
straede, Copenhagen K., wishes to act 
as buying office for U. S. firms, pref- 
erably chain stores. and mail order 
houses, for all kinds of articles manu- 
factured in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 
and West Germany. 


Hearing Aids and Components 
England 


Ardente Acoustic Laboratories, Let. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 8-12 Minerva 
Road, North Acton, London, NW. 10, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
high-quality transistor hearing aids and 
miniature electronic components, manu- 
factured to customers’ requirements and 
International Standard. 


Hides and Skins 


Netherlands 

NIMVEL, Nederlandsche Industriele 
Maatschappij tot Veredeling van Bont- 
vellen (dressers and dyers of moleskins, 
makers of moleskin coats), 19 Nieuw- 
straat, Zaltbommel, wishes to export 
through an agent for the east coast of 
the United States—already has west 
coast representative — high-quality 
dressed and dyed moleskin fur in skins 
and sheets. 


Housewares 
Japan 
Yokosho Co., Ltd. (manufacturer, ex- 





es 


porter of optical goods, electrical app}. 
ances, radios, watch straps, etc., ang 
general merchandise), No, 30, 2-chome, 
Kitanaka-dori, Naka-ku, Yokohama 
wishes to export direct hand operate 
floor mops: Size 5x7%2x2", height 36", | 
including handle. 
Instruments 
Japan 

Sakamoto Shoten, K.K. (Sakamoto @ 
Co., Ltd.) (export merchant and whole. 


France 
Lucien 
porter, 





saler), 10 Nishi-Hatchobori 2-chome 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo, wishes to export direct | 
5,000 monthly of clamp voltammeters, 


of electric current without switching off 


electric source. Illustrated and descrip. 
tive leaflet available.* 


Machinery, Dairy 
France 

A. Pillet & Son, Ltd. (Etablissements) 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
23bis rue de Landiras, Bordeaux, Gironde, 


wishes to export direct or through agent 
very good quality automatic, continuous | 


type, 4 to 9 hp. patented casein dryers | | 


and related machines and equipment for 
the dairy industry. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive brochure available.* 
Photoengravings 
Union of South Africa 

Photo Process (Pty), Ltd.(producer of 
photoengravings and photolithographic 
offset positives), 81 Church St., Cape 


Town, wishes to export direct or through 
agent full color photoengravings, 
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Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports 
on private foreign firms or indi- 
viduals mentioned in the World 
. Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
*% portunities departments of For- 
| eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 4 
able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
will be prepared on request— 
through the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 
for $1 each. The reports also may 
be obtained through the Depart- 
+ ment’'s Field Offices. 

Requests for these _ reports 
should include the names and a4- 
dresses of the firms or individ- 
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uals. 

The information given in a 
World Trade Directory report 
usually includes lines of goods 





4 handled, operation methods, size 
~ of business, capital, sales volume, 
trade and financial reputation, and 
other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 
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— | sports Goods 
spt } England Re ; 

Mordex Precision Industries (manu- 
= facturer, exporter), 37 Suffolk Road, 
me, | cheffield, Yorkshire, wishes to export 
ma, | girect high-quality fishing rods and reels, 
ated | including built cane fly and spinning 
36”, | rods, made to order. Catalog with price 

| information available.* 
Stationery and Supplies 
France , ; 
to & Lucien Chatagneau (publisher, im- 
ole. | porter, exporter, wholesaler of post- 
ome. | cards, stationery, andrelated products), : 
rect 92 cours Victor Hugo, Bordeaux, Gi- 
ters, ronde, wishes to export colored post- 
able | cards of French folklore and regional 
> off | views and maps, and transparencies (24 
crip. x36 mm.) showing century celebrations 
| and festivities at Lourdes. This firm also 
wishes to purchase and seeks agency 
for colored picture postcards—prefera- 
' bly Christmas, birthday, etc.—and sta- 
nts) | tiomery and related articles, and requests 
Jer), | proposals from U. S. exporters and im- 
nde, porters of these products. 
gent | Tiles 
uous | 
ryers : 
Fratelli Della Casa (manufacturer, 
t for ; wholesaler, exporter), 1 Via Parodi, 
Gavi, Alessandria Province, wishes to 
export direct or through agent large 
quantities of high-quality precast marble 
chip terrazzo floor tiles. 

sail EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 

Ca 

oid Foodstuffs 

Denmark 

A. Chr. Berthelsen A/S (importing 
am \ distributor, ships chandler), 12 Nyhavns- 

gade, Aalborg, wishes to purchase direct 
Y §| camed evaporated milk. 

- dtaly 
| lLanzetta & MacDonald (manufacturer 
‘tS 3 | of candy and fennel), Villaggio Santo, 
ji- |} Via degli Angeli, Messina, wishes to 
Id | purchase direct ground sesame, 10 met- 
o |) ric tons per shipment. 
il- Machinery 
or Belgium 
— Van Huynegem, SPRL (processor 
ili- | and wholesalers of prepacked vege- 
gn |. tables), 80 Augustijnenstraat, Malines, 
of | wishes to purchase direct packaging 
C., machinery for-prepacked vegetables. 
ay 
rt. || Oils 
Italy 
rts Comm. Francesco Cannone (whole- 
ya. | | Saler, exporter of olive oil, cheese), 15 
id- , Via Francesco Crispi, Messina, wishes 
to purchase direct all types of vegetable 
a |, %ls, including soy bean oil and peanut 
ort oll. Quality and quantity specifications 
ods to be discussed with potential U. S. 
‘ize exporter. 
ne, Pharmaceuticals 
- » Thailand 
F. E. Im-Export (importing distribu- 
' 
ml {April 28, 1958 
/eekly 








U. S. Firms Should File 
Data in Salisbury 


All U. S. firms with representa- 
tion in the Federation of Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland are urged by the 
American Consulate General in 
Salisbury to file with the Consu- 
late the names and addresses of 
their local agents including com- 
panies in which they have finan- 
cial interest and to report prompt- 
ly any changes. 

It is important that every 
American Foreign Service post 
have an up-to-date record of U. S. 
commercial representation in its 
area in order that the best inter- 
ests of U. S. firms may be served. 

The U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices (see page 2) 
or BFC’s Trade Development Divi- 
sion in Washington, D. C., will 
be glad to supply the correct ad- 
dress of any American Foreign 
Service post abroad. 











tor, manufacturer’s agent), 1179/11-12 
New Road, Bangkok, wishes to purchase 
direct antibiotics and specialties. 


Tinplate Waste Waste 
India 


Khaitan Sons & Co. (Teachest), Ltd. 
(manufacturer of teachest fittings, ex- 
porter, wholesaler), 2 Dalhousie Square 
East, Calcutta 1, wishes to purchase 
direct tinplate waste waste, or any other 





less expensive grade, approximately 
3,000 tons. 
AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 
Belting 
Pakistan 


Punjab Mill Store Supply Co. (im- 
porter, manufacturer’s agent; manufac- 
turer of ginning machineries and parts), 
South Napier Road, Karachi, seeks 
agency for belting. 


Chemicals 


Venezuela 

Comanil C.A. (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), 40 Mijares a 
Mercedes, Aptdo. 447 and 287, Caracas, 
wishes to obtain agency on a commis- 
sion basis for dyestuffs and auxiliary 
chemicals. 


Clothing 


Union of South Africa 

D. Butchart & Co. (indent agent), 
347, C.T.C. Bldg., Plein St., P.O. Box 
3672, Cape Town, seeks agency for 
sportswear for men and women. 


Construction Machinery 
Venezuela 


Comanil C.A. (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), 40 Mijares a 
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Mercedes, Aptdo. 447 and 287, Caracas, 
wishes to obtain agency on a commis- 
sion basis for construction machinery, 
as well as spare parts and accessories 
for this machinery, and basic machinery 
for construction material industry—rock 
crushers, etc. 


Foodstuffs 
West Indies (British) 

James Milne (Grenada), Ltd. (manu- 
facturer’s agent, commission merchant), 
Monckton St., St. George’s, Grenada, 
seeks agency for yellow corn meal. 


Insecticides and Disinfectants 
Venezuela 


Oscar Petersen & Cia. “Mercantil 
Osparco” (importing distributor, manu- 
facturer’s agent), Edificio San Rafael, 
140 Sorfo a Guayabal, Caracas, seeks 
agency for distribution of insecticides 


‘and disinfectant, as well as equipment 


for their use. 


Lumber 
Italy 


Francesco Canonico (commission 
merchant handling lumber, automotive 
equipment), 36-38-40 Via Tezzano, Cata- 
nia, seeks agency for lumber in both 
soft and hard woods, varying from 
rough lumber used in the construction 
industry to high-quality lumber used 
in the furniture industry. 


Minerals and Metals 
Italy 

Rag. Piero Scagnetto (importing dis- 
tributor), 32 Via Ariosto, Milan, seeks 
agency for nickel, selenium, tin, tin- 
plate, and scrap. Firm desires to repre- 
sent U. S. manufacturers only. 


Motors, Outboard 
Canada 

Harris & Hiscock, Ltd. (importer, 
wholesaler, retailer of hardware and 
sports goods), 167 Water St., St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, seeks putboard motor 
agency from Atlantic seaboard manu- 
facturers who do not already have 
representatives in firm’s area. 


Patents and Inventions 
Netherlands 


A. M. Smulders (intermediary 
agency), 46 Gentiaanstraat, Bussum, is 
interested in acting as representative 
for U. S. firms wishing to sell patents 
and inventions in the Netherlands, or 
wishing to purchase patents and in- 
ventions from the Netherlands. 


Plastic Materials 
Sweden 

AB. Montoil (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), 3-5 Skvadronstigen, Stockholm 
29, seeks agency for plastic raw mate- 
rials and products. 
Venezuela 

George Alfredo Wolf C.A. (manufac- 
turer’s agent, commission merchant), 
11 Conde a Pinango, Aptdo, 1848, 
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Caracas, seeks agency on a commission 
basis for plastic material for the up- 
holstery trade and for the manufacture 
of handbags. 


Printing Machinery 


Netherlands 

Millmaster Industries Co., C.V. 
(manufacturer’s agent), 63 Delistraat, 
The Hague, seeks agency for photo- 
graphic type-setting machines. 


Toiletries 


Pakistan 

S. Mohammed Hanif & Sons (im- 
porter, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion agent), Opposite Princes Hotel, 
Marriot Road, Karachi 2, seeks agency 
for toilet requisites. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 








Australia 

Messrs. Edward R. G. Burge, and 
Stanlake F. Gibbs, representing Gibbs 
Burge & Co., 9-15 Kent St., Richmond, 
Victoria, is interested in textile dyeing 
and finishing machinery, and seeks tech- 
nical information. Was scheduled to ar- 
rive April 24 via San Francisco for a 15- 
day visit. U. S. address: c/o Ciba Inc., 
627 Greenwich St., New York 14, N. Y. 
Itinerary: San Francisco, New York, 
and other cities as necessary. 


W. J. Linegar, representing L. J. 


Hooker, Ltd., 98 Pitt St., Sydney, is 
interested in subdivision of real estate 
developments for housing or regional 


shopping centers and technical infor- 
mation. Scheduled to arrive May 3 via 
San Francisco for a 60-day visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Waldorf-Astoria, 50th St. 
and Park Ave., New York, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: San Francisco, Los Angeles, Dallas, 
New Orleans, Miami, Washington, New 
York, and Boston. 


Ecuador 


Enrique Malo, manager, Export Lu- 
kaiser Corp. S.A. (exporter of straw 
hats), P.O. Box 235, Cuenca, is inter- 
ested in panama hats, and tires. Was 
scheduled to arrive April 13 via Miami 
for a month’s visit. U. S. address: 
c/o Export Lukaiser Corp. S.A., 63-67 
West 38th St., New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York and Akron. 


England 


E. E. Sander, representing . Colfos, 
Ltd., 12 Fulwood Place, High Holborn, 
London, W.C. 1, is interested in extend- 
ing the sale in the United States of 
spirit flasks to importers and whole- 
salers, particularly in the leather and 
jewelry trades. Was scheduled to arrive 
April 21 via New York for a 2- to 3- 
week visit. U. S. address: c/o Essex 
House Hotel, 160 Central Park South, 
New York 19, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York and other cities as required. 


Iraq 
Noori J. Abdulahad, managing direc- 


—— 


tor, representing the Iraq Date Trading 
Co., Ltd. (importer of date packing 
materials, exportes of dates), Basrah, 
is interested in seeking buyers for 





Iraqi dates. Was scheduled to arrive 
April 27 via New York for a 4-week 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Commodore 
Hotel, Lexington Ave. and 42d St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York and 
Chicago. 


Japan 
Shinji Yonemoto, ‘sales manager, rep. 





resenting Nippon Seiko K.K. (manufac. | 


turer, exporter, wholesaler of ball bear. 


ings, roller bearings, etc.), Yusen Bldg, } 


20 Marunouchi 2-chome, 


Chiyoda-ku, | 


Tokyo, is interested in exporting ball | 
and roller bearings to the United States, | 


finding U. S. distributors, and estab. 
lishing contact with a U. S. manufac. 
turer. Was scheduled to arrive April 13 


——EEE 


via San Francisco for a 70-day visit, | 


U. S. address: c/o H. R. Lukaiser, 
63-67 W. 38th St., New York 18, N. Y,; 
Clement Jennings, 93 Coghlan Lane 
Atherton, Calif.; and C. T. Kawasaki, 
1302 E. 47th St., Chicago 15, Ill. Itin- 
erary: San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Chicago, New York, Ann Arbor, Detroit, 
and Fort Wayne. 


Nigeria 


B. L. Ejiritz, representing Northern 
Nigeria Timber Co., Ltd., Jagindi, 
wishes to meet with U. S. firms inter- 
ested in buying Nigerian timber. Sched- 
uled to arrive the latter part of April 
for a 2-week visit. U. S. address: c/o 








Ca 


Four special studies on foreign trade now available in 
Part 3 of the World Trade Information Service 


| 





@ Role of Foreign Trade in the U. S$. Economy. 
No. 57-38. 


@ Recent Developments in U. S. Foreign Trade. 
No. 57-39. 


@ Role of the U. S. Tariff and 


the Effects of Changes in Duty Rates. 
No. 57-40. 


@ Inte:national Comparisons of Tariff Levels— 
Their Nature and Significance. 
No. 57-41. 


20 cents each 


Annual subscription to Part 3 of the WTIS: 
$6 ($7.50 to foreign addresses) 














J Prepared by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce at the request of the Subcom- 
mittee on Foreign Trade Policy of the 
Committee on Ways and Means of the 


House of Representatives. 


J Reproduced in the World Trade 
Information Service with the consent of 


the Subcommittee. 


J Sold by Department of Commerce 
Field Offices and by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


——/ 


| 
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India Mission To Revise 
Suppliers’ List 


The India Supply Mission plans 
to revise its mailing list for sup- 
pliers of mining, conveying, and 
roadbuilding equipment and ma- 
‘chinery; machine tools; and sci- 
entific equipment 

Firms interested in having their 
names placed on the new iist 
should submit their applications. 
to the mission, at 2536 Massachu- 
setts Avenue NW., Washington 8, 
D. C., by May 12, including de- 
tailed information about their 
activities, standing, financial sta- 
tus, etc. The application should 
be plainly marked B/M. List/1. 


‘Chamber of Industry, Kilavuz 











R. T. Jones Lumber Co., Inc., 1807 Elm- 
wood Ave., Buffalo 7, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Buffalo, New York, and Boston. 


Northern Ireland 

John Smith, representing Joseph 
Sunderland, Ltd., 11A Lower North St., 
Belfast, is interested in appointing 
agents for sale of men’s clothing direct 
to retailers. Scheduled to arrive April 
299 via New York for a 5-week visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Colonel Morrison, 
Northern Ireland Development Council, 


1 Wall St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Philadelphia, Washington, Chicago, 
Cleveland, and New York. 


Sweden 

Arne Valdemar Janson, representing 
AB Jaeger Konfektyrindustri (importer 
of gelatin, licorice, ethereal oils and es- 
sences; manufacturer, exporter of con- 
fectionery), Falkoping and Goteborg, is 
interested in the import business, and 
seeks technical information especially 
in candy and packing. machinery. Was 
scheduled to arrive on or about April 20 
via New York for a 4-week visit. U. S. 
address unknown. Itinerary: New York, 
San Francisco, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
and New York. 


Switzerland 


Miss Veronique Schaufelberger, rep- 
resenting Made in Europe Commercial 
Publishers, Ltd, 21 Gotthardstrasse, 
Zurich 2, is interested in promoting sale 
of New Products and Production News 
Letter, and in contacting importers and 
buyers interested in Swiss specialties 
such as watches, clocks, musical move- 
ments, apparel, textiles, handicraft, 
chinaware, and new inventions, as well 
as visiting the World Trade Fair. 
Scheduled to arrive- May 6 via New 
York for a 3- to 4-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Made in Europe 
67 Irving Place, New 
York 3, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Washington, Philadelphia, Springfield, 
Boston, and Chicago. 


April 28, 1958 


Turkey 


Ali Kermen, representing the Istanbul 
Han, 
Sirkeci, Istanbul, is interested in obtain- 
ing technical information on synthetic 
yarns. Scheduled to arrive the last week 
in April via New York for a month’s 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Dr. Ali Ilkin, 
Mercy Hospital, 2537 Prairie Ave., 
Chicago 16, Ill. Itinerary: New York 
and Chicago. 


Union of South Africa 


Wallace G. Thomas, representing 
Hume Pipe Co. (South Africa) Ltd. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter, re- 
tailer of steel, concrete and earthenware 
pipes, bricks, and stone), Alberton Road, 
Germiston, Transvaal, is interested in 
buying machinery for the manufacture 
of steel pipes. Scheduled to arrive early 
in May via New York for a month’s 
visit. 

U. S. address: c/o U. S. Department 
of Commerce, 61st Floor, Empire State 
Bldg., 350 Fifth Ave., New York 1, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Cincinnati, Fort 
Wayne, Chicago, Milwaukee, Moline 
(Ill.), Webb City (Mo.), Portland 
(Oreg.), Baton Rouge, Los Angeles, and 
Pittsburgh. 





Netherlands Economic ... 


(Continued from page 4) 


ment in housing and no significant up- 
turn can be expected for some months. 


The opening of a new steel plant at 
the Royal Blast Furnaces at Ymuiden 
will raise the company’s steel production 
from 0.7 million tons to 1.1 million tons 
per year. This is the second of a series 
of three plant extensions by the Blast 
Furnaces. The first was the opening of 
a new blast furnace for the production 
of pig iron, while the third will be the 
opening of production facilities for the 
manufacture of electrolytically tinned 
plate. 

The first Dutch built and Dutch de- 
signed passenger car was displayed at 
the annual automobile show in Amster- 
dam. The new car which was built by 
Van Doorne’s Automobiel Fabricken at 
Eindhoven, known as the DAF, will sell 
for about 4,000 guilders. More than 
3,000 orders were reportedly booked at 
the show which led the DAF manage- 
ment to double their present production 
plans from 25,000 to 50,000 cars per 
year by 1960. 

The Belgian airline company, Sabena, 
will order 12 Fokker Friendship aircraft 
under a Belgian Government financing 
bill for the further development of the 
airline. Furthermore, the Netherlands 
Government civil aviation department 
has granted a certificate of airworthi- 
ness to the new jet rotor kolibrie heli- 
copter designed and manufactured by 
the Dutch Helicopter Industry in Rot- 
terdam. U. S. requirements are also 
satisfied by the issuance of this certif- 
icate.—U. S. Embassy, The Hague. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the follow- 
ing new trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$2 a list for each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. All are 
dated March 19 

Aircraft and Aeronautical Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Thailand. 
Alcoholic Beverage Importers 


Dealers—Thailand. 


Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Denmark. 

Bag and Bagging Importers and Deal- 
ers—Thailand. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Iran. — 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Luxembourg. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Surinam. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, 
Manufacturers—Thailand. 

Fertilizer Manufacturers and Export- 
ers—Netherlands. 

Freight Forwarders and Custom 
House Brokers—Thailand. 

Hair and Bristle Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—France. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Belgium. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Bolivia. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—lItaly. 

Lumber Importers, Agents, and Ex- 
porters—Thailand. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation « 
Importers and Dealers — Republic of 
Ireland. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Portugal., 

Mining Companies and Exporters of 
Ore—Thailand. 

Musical Instrument Importers and 
Dealers—Chile. 

Office Supply and Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—Republic of Panama. 

Oil (Animal, Fish and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, 
and Exporters—Thailand. 

Petroleum Industry—Thailand. 

Raw Cotton Importers, Dealers, and 
Brokers*-Thailand. 

Sawmills—Thailand. 

Sporting Goods,.Toy, and Game Im- 
porters and Dealers—Thailand. 

Tanneries—Thailand. 


and 


and 





Cuban exports of unmanufactured to- 
bacco, which had declined from 47.4 
million pounds in 1955 to 46.3 million in 
1956, rose in 1957 to 54.7 million pounds, 
according to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 
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se Books | 
Reports 


The European Common Market. Serge 
Hurtig. New York, N. Y. Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 
March 1958. 60 pp. 25 cents. 


A discussion of the six-nation Euro- 
pean Economic Community, this booklet 
begins with the initial efforts to achieve 
European integration, explains the struc- 
ture of the community, the implementa- 
tion of the Common Market, and the 
coordination of national policies. 


The study ends with an assessment 
of the Common Market’s chances of 
success and its effect on the economy 
of its member countries as well as on 
trade with the outside world. 


Greece-American Aid in Action, 1947-56. 
By William Hardy McNeill. New York. 
Twentieth Century Fund, August 1957. 
240 pp. $3. 

The impact of American aid to Greece 
since the end of World War II is re- 
flected in Greece’s economic growth, 
according to this book. The circum- 
stances of the Greek people in villages, 
towns, and cities alike have improved 
remarkably, largely through U. S. as- 
sistance, since the days of the German 
and Italian occupation. 

The book includes chapters on the 
country and its people, American aid 
program, life in the villages and towns, 
public life, and prospects for social 


stability, as well as_ statistical ap- 
pendixes. 

The New India—Progress Through 
Democracy. New York. The Mac- 


Millan Co., 1958. 412 pp. $2.95; cloth- 

bound, $5. 

This volume was prepared by a study 
group established by the Indian Plan- 
ning Commission consisting of two rep- 
resentatives of the Ford Foundation and 
four officials of the Indian Government. 
The first nine chapters of the work 
show how India is attempting to attain 
progress through democracy; sketches 
the problems and assets confronting 
India; outlines the basic concepts and 
methods of India’s planning; and dis- 
cusses problems of manpower, employ- 
ment, administration, and financing in- 
volved in her plans. .) 

The rest of the volume describes 
India’s several development programs 
including agriculture and rural develop- 
ment, industrial development, and the 
social services programs. The authors 
discuss the applicable policies and tar- 
gets together with the essential features 
of each. 

An appendix presents India’s Indus- 
trial Policy Resolution, listing indus- 
tries, “the future development of which 
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will be the exclusive responsibility of 
the state” and those “which will be 
progressively State-owned and in which 
the State will therefore generally take 
the initiative in establishing new under- 
takings, but in which private enterprise 
will also be expected to supplement the 
effort of the State.” Industries not 
listed in the appendix are those for 
which “future development will, in gen- 
eral, be left to the initiative and enter- 
prise of the private sector.” 


UN Pulp, Paper Report 
Available in Commerce 


Copies of a study entitled “Pulp and 
Paper Prospects in Latin America,” pub- 
lished by the United Nations in con- 
junction with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization in 1955, are available 
without charge from the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


The report consists of two parts. The 
first, summarizing the results of the 
Latin American Meeting of Experts on 
the Pulp and Paper Industry held at 
Buenos Aires in 1954, contains informa- 
tion on the status and outlook of the 
industry, as well as of the principal 
technical, economic, and financial prob- 
lems facing the industry. 


The second part presents the text of 
working papers submitted to the Buenos 
Aires meeting. 


This report is available upon request 
to the American Republics Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or to the Forest Products Division, 
Business and Defense Services Admin- 
istration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 








Philippine Reserves . . . 


(Continued from page 5) 
have been introduced in the current 
session, and some Congressmen reflected 
a much less favorable attitude toward 
foreign investment than that expressed 
by the Administration, 


1959 Budget Includes 
Higher Expenditures 


The proposed budget for fiscal year 
1959 was presented by the President to 
the Philippine Congress, calling for ex- 
penditures of 1,347 million pesos (1 
peso=US$0.50) or roughly 16 percent 
more than the revised budget for fiscal 
year 1958 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
March 24, p. 2). Qualified observers 
were quick to point out the serious 
inflationary potentialities in the pro- 
posed expenditures, since the estimated 
revenues rested, in some cases, on 
sources which were not considered firm. 
At the same time, Congressional] leaders 
indicated that they were not disposed 
to approve new tax measures at this 


ee 





La 
Nigerian Journal Reports 
Economic Development 


An illustrated monthly journal, 
entitled “Federal Nigeria,’ spe- 
cifically designed for distribution 
in the United States and other 
oversea countries and inaugurated 
recently by the Federal Informa- 
tion Services of the Government 
of Nigeria, contains news items 
and articles on current economic 
and social developments in that 
country. 

U. S. businessmen who wish to 
be placed on the free distribution 
list should address their requests 
to the Nigeria Liaison Office, 500 
Dupont Circle Building, Washing- 
ton 6, D. C. 

The Federation of Nigeria ex- 
pects to become a self-governing 
member of the British Common- 
wealth in 1960. With an area over 
one-tenth the size of the United 
States and an estimated popula- 
tion of 35 million persons, of 
whom less than 20,000 are white 
or other non-African, Nigeria will 
constitute the largest self-govern- 
ing state in West Africa, 











time, preferring instead to increase Gov- 
ernment revenues through more effec- 
tive tax collection. 

Among the principal measures intro- 
duced in both the Philippine Senate 
and House were several bills to control 
prices, proposals both to repeal outright 
and to amend the No-Dollar Import 
Act which permits barter; legislation 
to establish a Board of Trade to take 
over the exchange allocation function 
of the Central Bank; and a foreign in- 
vestment bill. 


Living Costs Show 
Moderate Decline 


There was a small seasonal decline in 
living costs, according to most price 
series, although the Bureau of the 
Census and Statistics cost-of-living index 
showed a continued upward movement. 
Wholesale prices also eased off slightly. 
Assuming that living costs did decline, 
this condition may be short-lived in view 
of prospects for reduced levels of im- 
ports and for a poor food crop.—vU. §. 
Embassy, Manila, 

Australian exports of raw wool in 
July-December 1957 were 5. percent 
greatér in both weight and value than 
in the like period a year earlier, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service announced. 

Exports in the first half of the 1957- 
58 season totaled 605 million pounds and 
were valued at $444 million, 
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U.S. Mission To Southern France 
Awakens Interest in Trade 


The impact of the 1957 U. S. Trade Mission to southern France and 
the Marseille International Fair in awakening business interests there to 
the possibilities of trade with the United States is still evident not only 
in that part of the country which the mission toured, but throughout a 
significant portion of the French business community. 


The U. S. Consulate at Marseille re-. 


cently made a survey of business firms 
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which had held consultations there with 
mission members last autumn. The can- 
yass disclosed that five French com- 
panies had entered into satisfactory 
pusiness relationships with American 
firms, trading in such diverse items as 
hand sprayers for agriculture, small 
watercraft, briar roots for pipe making, 
high-quality undergarments, and alco- 
holic beverages. 

Another 6 French business houses 
have been in active negotiation with 
American companies, and about 20 
others report progress through con- 
tinued interchange of correspondence, 
arrangements for conferences at buying 
offices, and plans for product changes 
to suit prospective buyers. 


Interest at Bordeaux 
At High Level 


Likewise at Bordeaux the U. S. Con- 
sulate has reported that interest which 
was stimulated there by the mission 
continues at a high level. Bordeaux ad- 
vised late in February that requests for 
trade assistance were still being received 
as a direct result of the mission's visit. 
Seventy import and export trade oppor- 
tunities had been submitted through the 
Consulate there—30 more were reported 
in preparation and an additional 60 were 
in process of development. 

One instance of mission-developed 
activity in the Bordeaux area was that 
of a manufacturer of sports equipment 
whose trade opportunity, when published 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, brought 
82 inquiries from the United States, sev- 
eral of which were followed by business 
negotiations with American firms. 


Opportunities for France 
To Earn Foreign Exchange 


Earlier there were reports from the 
Embassy in Paris concerning frequent 
personal visits by individuals. These 
were persons who had met with the 
mission and who after its departure had 
developed sufficient interest to go to 
Paris to talk further with the regular 
staff concerning trade problems. Other 
visitors at the Embassy were represent- 
atives of important businéss groups who 
inquired if future missions could be 
Scheduled to meet with their trade or- 
ganizations. 


Mission members were frequently 
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The 1957 Mission to southern France 
included the following businessmen: 
Thomas C. Ballagh, president of Bal- 
lagh and Thrall, Inc., exporters of Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. Mr. Ballagh advised on 
import-export procedures and_ also 
served as the mission’s .expert on 
patents and licensing arrangements. 
Dave Grundfest, president of Sterling 
Stores, Inc., of Little Rock, Ark. Mr. 
Grundfest’s background enabled him to 
answer with authority questions of 
French businessmen about the Ameri- 
can market acceptability of particular 
merchandise, pricing, and distribution 
of such’ diverse goods as shoes, textiles, 
cutlery, furniture, and ceramics. 
Harold J. Heck, professor of business 
administration at Tulane University, 
Louisiana, who remained in France as 
U. S. Commercial Attache in Paris, 
served as mission leader. His deputy 
was Leon Kelston, regular staff mem- 
ber of the Chemical and Rubber Divi- 


sion, Business and Defense Services 
Administration, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, 





quizzed on the availability of U. S. goods 
including such manufactures as out- 
board motors, electric refrigerators, 
window cooling units, and other mer- 
chandise for marketing in France and in 
the North African area. The immediate 
impediment to such imports of U. S. 
goods into France, the mission found, 
was the usual barrier so frequently met 
by traders—lack of foreign exchange. 
France was in a particularly poor ex- 
change position just then, a devaluation 
of the franc having been instituted at 
the time of the mission’s visit. 
However, the mission saw many op- 
portunities for France to earn dollar ex- 
change. Numerous products of the in- 
dustries of southern France appeared to 
offer export possibilities to the United 
States considerably in excess of existing 
levels of trade. From discussions with 
the business people of the area, the mis- 
sion concluded that except for a few 
products and a few companies, new ef- 
forts to do business with the United 
States are infrequent and lack direction. 
However, improvement was antici- 
pated by the mission which observed 
that some medium- and small-size firms 
are banding together for trading pur- 
poses, using methods similar to those of 


U. S. export combination managers. The 
mission noted numerous industries in- 
cluding a few large- and many medium- 
size businesses engaged in manufactur- 
ing a variety of products which could 


- be sold in the United States, including 


textile and clothing specialities, leather 
goods, glass and ceramic products, foods, 


essential oils, perfumes, wines and 
liqueurs. 
U.S. Firms Represented 


At Trade Information Center 


The mission held over 400 private con- 
sultations and made group contacts with 
about 700 French businessmen during 
the visit which extended from Septem- 
ber 13 to October 11, 1957. One of the 
mission’s assignments was the staffing 
of a Trade Information Center at the 
Marseille International Fair for the pe- 
riod September 14-30. While there was 
no central exhibit for the United States 
as an Official participant at the fair, the 
TIC provided a focal point for some 40 
American companies which were repre- 
sented at that fair through either agency 
or branch participation. 


The center itself included a business 
library of about 1,000 U. S. publications 
relating to American industry and trade. 
This material was consulted extensively 
by French businessmen and was pre- 
sented to the Chamber of Commerce of 
Marseille at the close of the mission. 


During the Marseille Fair the mission 
paid calls at Avignon, Nimes, and Tou- 
lon; at the close of the exhibit the mem- 
bers went to Montpellier, Perpignan, 
Toulouse, Bordeaux, Limoges, and Poi- 
tiers. At each place the mission visits 
were sponsored by the local Chamber of 
Commerce with official support from the 
prefets, the mayors, and major economic 
organizations. In the course of the dis- 
cussions the French businessmen were 
often surprised to learn that the busi- 
nessmen of the U. S. Trade Mission 
served without pay and did no business 
on their own behalf, but went as a 
service to their country. 


Keen Competition 


In U.S. Pointed Out 


While talking trade with the French, 
the mission made every effort to demon- 
strate that no red carpet is being un- 
rolled for any prospective trader in the 
U. S. market and that business can be 
done here only on a keenly competitive 
basis. One mission member armed him- 
self with a list of imported French food 
products which he found on the shelves 
of a New York spécialty shop. When 
French exporters complained to him 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Modern Dairy Plant 
Proposed in Turkey 


U. 8. private capital investment is 
sought by E. H. Bereketzade, a Turkish 
businessman, for the establishment of 
a modern dairy in Turkey. 

The proposed plant will cost an esti- 
mated US$3.5 million of which US$2 
million is required for the initial instal- 
lation and operation. American partici- 
pation in the management of the enter- 
prise is offered, commensurate with 
the investment supplied. 

The proposed plant is expected to 
produce daily approximately 20,000 
liters (1 U. S. gal.—3,785 liters) of 
pasteurized milk, 300 kilograms (1 kg.= 
2.2046 lb.) of butter, 1.5 million kilo- 
grams of cheese, and other dairy prod- 
ucts. Facilities include a_ processing 
plant, laboratory, and modern stables 
to house the cattle. 

The proposed project, according to 
Mr. Bereketzade, is warranted as the 
dairy industry in Turkey is relatively 
new, and underdeveloped in comparison 
with U. S. standards. 

The site of the proposed milk pas- 
teurization plant is around the Lake of 
Sapanca, near the two large cities of 
Izmir and Istanbul. The area reported- 
ly has adequate water and electric 
power. 

Firms interested in this investment 
proposal are invited to correspond with 
E. H. Bereketzade, Posta Kutusu 67, 
Istanbul, Turkey. 





Concern in Australia 
Wants U. S. Licensor 


Concrete Tank Co. Pty. Ltd. of Perth, 
manufacturer and retailer of concrete 
products, cattle slips, water tanks, silage 
pits, troughing, swimming pools, etc., 
wishes to expand and diversify produc- 
tion. 

The Australian firm is particularly in- 
terested in a licensing arrangement for 
the manufacture of concrete pressing 
machinery in Austrialia. The firm has 
also expressed an interest in purchasing 
such machines from the United States. 

Established in 1950 as a holding com- 
pany, the firm reportedly has 4 sub- 
sidiaries. According to Warren Smith, 
managing director, Concrete Tank Co. 
designs, manufactures, and assembles 
products produced by its subsidiaries— 
concrete products, cotton waste for 
packing, etc. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Concrete Tank Coe. Pty. Ltd., 
56 George Street, Perth, Western Aus- 
tralia. 


Scottish Engineering 
Firm To Expand 


Fullerton, Hodgart & Barclay, Ltd., 
Scottish firm engaged in the manu- 
facture of medium-to-heavy engineering 
products, including reciprocating air 
and gas compressors, evaporators, 
pumps, etc., wishes to expand its activi- 
ties through a licensing arrangement 
with a U. S. firm. 


The firm is interested in manufactur- 
ing related American lines although 
any product to which its facilities are 
adaptable will be considered. 

Facilities include light and. heavy 
machine shops, smithy, pattern and fit- 
ting shops, fabrication department, as 
well as a drawing office. 

The company claims to have sufficient 
capital to further expand its manu- 
facturing and sales facilities if a suit- 
able line of American products is of- 
fered. According to the firm special 
equipment will be purchased if re- 
quired. 

The firm would like to obtain U. S. 
patents, processes, techniques, and serv- 
ices, and in exchange offers to provide 
royalty payments. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Fullerton, Hodgart & Bar- 
clay, Ltd., Vulean Works, Renfrew Road, 
Paisley, Scotland. 


Trinidad Visitor To Seek 
Soluble Coffee License 


Charles de Freitas, representing the 
Cocoa Planters’ Association of Trinidad, 
Ltd., and the Coffee Growers’ Associa- 
tion, of Trinidad, 16 Henry Street, Port 
of Spain, Trinidad, B.W.L., is scheduled 
to arrive in the United States May 1 
for a month’s visit to promote 
foreign investment in the area and to 
develop export markets. 

Mr. Freitas, interested in discussing 
the possibilities of entering into li- 
censing arrangements for the produc- 
tion and distribution of soluble and/or 
other coffee extracts, cocoa powder, etc., 
in Trinidad, would like to negotiate 
with U. S. firms manufacturing cocoa 
powder, machinery and equipment for 
cocoa butter extraction, and tin contain- 
ers for cocoa powder and coffee ex- 
tracts. 

Charles de Freitas plans to visit any 
city in which interest is shown in the 
Associations’ proposal. Firms interested 
in meeting with him are invited to ad- 
dress inquiries c/o Farr & Co. 120 
Wall Street, New York, N. Y. 
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Austrian Firm Offer | 
Drug Patent 


An Austrian pharmaceuticaj 
manufacturer, Leopold & (Co, 
wishes to conclude a licensing 
agreement with a U. S. firm for 
the production and sale in the 
United States of electrolytic infy. 
sions, a special drug process which 
introduces electricity and chemical 





decomposition into the 
stream. 

The Austrian firm is primarily 
interested in negotiating with an 
American firm engaged in similar 
lines. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with Dr. 
Fluch (M.D., x-ray specialist), 
manager and partner, Leopold & 
Co., 48 Koeroesistrasse, Graz, 
Austria. 


blood | 
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Industrial Property 


Offered in Denmarl 


————— 





A. Schiottz-Christensen, editor 


publisher of the North Jutland dail 
paper, Aalborg Stiftstidende, is offeri 
a U. S. company contemplating the 
tablishment of a subsidiary in Denmark 
industria 


modern, air-conditioned 


plant in the city of Aalborg. 


The plant is described as a moden 
1-story building having a floor spaced 
26,700 square feet, of which approx: 
mately 15,900 square feet are used # 
a central workshop. The remainder 
the floor space consists of store room, 
offices, bathrooms, garages, etc. Instal 
lations include central heating and ac 
current, 
Mr. Christensen has indicated that th 
property is particularly suited to # 
sembly operations 
manufacture. The plant is structurally 
acceptable for the use of heavy m 
chinery if required. 
Mr. Christensen is presently in th 
United States and will remain 
through May 4. 


City, or c/o Aalborg Stiftstidende, Aa 
borg, Denmark. 





Canadian wheat and fiour exports i 
the first 9 months (July-March of 195! 
58) are tentatively estimated at approx 
imately 220 million bushels, comparel 
with 224 million in the like period i 
1956-57, the Foreign Agricultural Serv 
ice reports. 
This is a decline of 2 percent. Tw! 
reduction is due mainly to smaller & 
ports to Western Europe, which had! 
record crop last year. 







and machine-tol 


Interested firms ar 
invited to correspond direct with him 
c/o Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York 
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Department Store 
Planned in Iraq 


U. S. private capital investment is 
' sought by the firm H. A. Derzi & Sons, 


{ of Baghdad, for the proposed construc- 
\ tion of a modern department store in 


jraqa. The firm also seeks managerial 


assistance and know-how for the opera- 
tion of the project. 
Total cost of the project is estimated 


department store site, purchase of 
necessary equipment, etc. The poten- 
tial investor is offered an equal part- 
nership arrangement or participation in 
the management of the enterprise com- 
mensurate with the investment supplied. 

The Iraqi firm, a collective company 
established in 1947, is engaged in the 
importation of second-hand clothing, 
glassware, paper, and electrical home 
appliances. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with H. A. Derzi & Sons, P. O. 
Box 192, Eastern Bank Building, 2d 
Floor, New Bank Street, Baghdad, Iraq, 
or to'submit their requests for further 
information to the Investment Develop- 
ment Division Bureau of Foreign Com- 





Or ani 
dail 
fferi 


he & 
umark 
ustrid 


aCe 6 


sed a 
der 0!) 





Poon, 
instal 
id at 
at the} 
to a 


1e-tool 
‘urally 





merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 





French Electrical 
Firm Seeks Licensor 


The French firm, Codalec, S.a.r.1, man- 
ufacturer of electrical products and 
small installation equipment, is planning 
an expansion of its production activities 
and seeks a licensing arrangement with 
a U. S. firm for the manufacture in 
France of related products. 


Codalec is primarily interested in 
manufacturing an American line of elec- 
trical products not yet introduced in the 
European market, such as timers for 
washing machines and dryers, fused 
switches, circuit breakers for refrigera- 
tors, telephone installations, accessories 
for television and radio, and automobile 
and aeronautical equipment. 


Two brochures, in English and French, 
describing the products currently manu- 
factured by the company, are available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Inter- 
ested firms also are invited te corre- 
spond with Codalec, 13, rue Martin- 
Bucer, Strasbourg, France. 





Mexico’s cotton consumption is ex- 
pected to be about 485,000 bales in 
1957-58, or 2 percent above the 475,000 
bales used in 1956-57, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 
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at US$560,000, to be utilized for the. 


Italian Inventor Offers 
Fungicide License 


Dr. Americo Mosca, manufac- 
turer and exporter of a fungicide 
for plant diseases, wishes to li- 
cense a U. S, firm for the produc- 
tion and sale of the preparation in 
the United States. 

The patented fungicide con- 
tains aluminum or its derivatives 
as its basic component, according 
to Dr. Mosca, chemist and inventor 
of the process. A patent applica- 
tion has been filed in the United 
States. 

Established in 1954 as a private- 
ly owned company, Dr. Mosca 
maintains a laboratory in Caraglio, 
Cuneo Province. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond, in English, French, or 
Italian, with Dr. Americo Mosca, 
27 Via Carlo Alberto, Cuneo, Italy. 











Argentine Forest 


Reserve for Sale 


Hector E. Angriman y Cia., SRL, of 
Buenos Aires, importer and dealer in 
lumber, would like to interest a U. S. 
firm or individual in the purchase of 
a large forest estate in the Misiones 
Province, Northeastern Argentina. 

The property, reportedly covering an 
area of 25,000 acres, is offered for out- 
right sale for approximately US$18 an 
acre (1,800 pesos per hectare). The tim- 
berland includes plantings of tung, pine, 
yerba mate, etc. Adequate water is 
available from the Parana River. 

A letter and brochure, in Spanish, 
submitted by the firm, giving further 
details of the forest land and a map, 
are available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
a. Cc 

Interested parties also are invited to 
correspond with Antonio Chavarria, di- 
rector, Hector E. Angriman y Cia., SRL, 
Diagonal Roque Saenz Pena 651 — 4° 
Piso, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 





Swedish imports of beef, veal, and 
horsemeat rose sharply in 1957,. the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 


Light slaughter in 1957, caused by un- 
usually heavy slaughter in 1955-56, 
reduced supplies of domestic beef and 
veal. Production is expected to recover 
somewhat and imports to be smaller 
in 1958. 


INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


Loans Available for 
Pakistan Development 


Pakistani rupees equivalent to US$16.4 
million are available on loan to U. S. 
investors contemplating the establish- 
ment of industrial enterprises in the 
private sector of Pakistan, according to 
the Export-Import Bank. 

These funds have become available as 
a result of a commodity sales agreement 
with Pakistan since the Cooley Amend- 
ment became a part of Public Law 480 
—the Agricultural Trade Development 
and Assistance Act of 1954. 

Under the law, a U. S. business firm 
or its branch, subsidiary, or affiliate 
may borrow for the general objective of 
business development and trade expan- 
sion in Pakistan. 

The Bank has indicated that it will 
furnish prospective borrowers with a de- 
tailed statement of the information to 
be supplied in a letter of application. 
This statement reveals clearly the 
Bank’s desire to assure itself that the 
loans will be just as bankable as its dol- 
lar credits. Since the loans are repay- 
able in Pakistani rupees, however, the 
applicant is not asked to produce assur- 
ance that exchange will be provided to 
finance interest and repayment of the 
credit. 

The applicant is asked to indicate the 
contribution the loan would make to the 
economic development of Pakistan, one 
of the basic facts needed in obtaining 
the agreement of Pakistan to the loan. 

Interested firms are invited to submit 
their requests to the Export-Import 
Bank, Washington 25, D. C. 


Rhodesian Producer Seeks 
New Machinery Lines 


A license to manufacture engineering 
products in the Federation of Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland is sought by the Salis- 
bury firm, Screens (Pvt), Ltd., engineer 
and boilermaker. 

The Rhodesian firm contemplates an 
expansion program and will diversify 
its production activities to include the 
fabrication or semifabrication of a U. S. 
line of welded metal products, such as 
agricultural machinery. The firm pro- 
poses to distribute the finished products 
throughout Rhodesia and the Union of 
South Africa. The potential licensor is 
expected to supply patents, processes, 
and techniques, in exchange for royalty 
or profit-sharing payments on all sales. 

Screens (Pvt), Ltd., claims to have 
sufficient capital to further .expand its 
manufacturing and sales facilities if a 
suitable line of engineering products is 
offered. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with H. Smith, director, Screens 
(Pvt), Ltd., P. O. Box 1114, Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia. 
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British Engineering 
Firm Seeks License 


The British firm, Parnall & Sons, Ltd., 
manufacturing of general engineering 
products, wishes to enter into a licens- 
ing agreement with a U. S. firm for the 
manufacture in the United Kingdom of 
related or new lines. 


Facilities include a department for 
woodworking production—shopfitting, 
custom-made installations in wood and/ 
or plastic—and an engineering depart- 
ment equipped to produce refrigeration 
equipment, office chairs, etc., brewery 
machinery, and fabrications. 

Established in 1820, the firm main- 
tains offices in Bristol and New Castle- 
on-Tyne, and has an associated com- 
pany. Approximately 1,500 persons are 
employed. 

Parnell will consider the manufacture 
of any American product to which its 
facilities are adaptable. The firm is in- 
terested in obtaining patents, processes, 
techniques, machinery, and equipment, 
and in return offers to provide royalty 
or profit-sharing payments. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Parall & Sons, Ltd., Lodge 
Causeway, Fishponds, Bristol, England. 


Tooth File Manufacturer 
In Italy Plans Expansion 


Officina Meccanica Q. Rasetti, Italian 
manufacturer of milled curved tooth 
files, is seeking U. S. financial assist- 
ance to expand plant operations. 

The investment capital will be uti- 
lized for the purchase of necessary ma- 
chinery and raw materials. The in- 
vestor is offered participation in the 
enterprise on a partnership or profit- 
sharing basis commensurate with the 
investment supplied; the agreement, 
however, is open to further negotiation. 

Demand for the particular files war- 
rants expanded facilities, according to 
the firm. Rasetti claims to be the only 
firm manufacturing milled curved tooth 
files in Italy. 


Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Officina Meccanica Q. 
Rasetti, 90/c Corso Principe Oddone, 
Turin, Italy. 








Brasilien Producer Wants 
To Make Firearm Tools 


Prudente de Barros Camargo, pro- 


ducer of coffee-processing machinery in . 


Limeira, Brazil, wishes to expand and 
diversify production to include a line 
of tools for hand-loading ammunition. 

Mr. Camargo is seeking the assistance 
of U. S. firms experienced in the fire- 
arm and ammunition field. Of particu- 
lar interest are American designs, tools, 
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dies, jigs, presses, and machines neces- 
sary for the manufacture of equipment 
to be used in hand-loading ammunition 
for rifles and hand and shot guns. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Prudente de Barros Ca- 
margo, Limeira, State of Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. 


U. S. Mission... 


(Continued from page 17) 
about the difficulties of selling in the 
United States, the mission man would 
flash his list showing the large variety 


of French food items which are already 
being successfully marketed here. 


Of the many inquiries recorded during 
the mission’s tour concerning possible 
exports to the United States, about one- 
third pertained to foodstuffs and the re- 
mainder to miscellaneous goods and 
industrial specialties. In general, the con- 
sultations related to practical opera- 
tional problems. The people with whom 
the mission members spoke were, for 
the most part, owners or officers of 
small-to-medium size businesses. 


Interest in investment by U. S. busi- 
ness was second only to interest in ex- 
ports to the United States. The mission 
was asked, on several occasions, about 
the best means of inducing private U. S. 
companies to participate in financing 
the expansion of French enterprises. 


A number of trade and investment 
opportunities resulting from the mis- 
sion’s consultations have been published 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly and In- 
vestment Opportunities Abroad. Addi- 
tional opportunities are being doct- 
mented and will be reported in future 
issues of these publications. 





—e 


Hydroelectric Project 
Planned In Colombia 


U. S. capital investment for the cop. 
struction of a hydroelectric project in 
the city of Pereira, Colombia, is ip. 
vited by the mayor, Oscar Velez Maru. 
landa. 

U. S. cooperation and assistance 
through long-term financing are par. 
ticularly desired to install a hydroeleg. 
tric plant having a capacity of 100,009 
kilowatts. 

Pereira, in the Department of Caldas, 
reportedly has a population in excess 
of 115,000. 

Interested firms are invited to cor. 
respond with Mr. Marulanda, Alcalde 
Municipal, Pereira, Caldas, Colombia, 





U. S. Company Doubles 
Its Pakistan Investment 


Expanded and modernized offices in 
Karachi have recently been opened by 
the American Express Co., Inc., of New 
York City. The investment, totaling 
US$100,000, doubles the size of the 
former office, opened -in 1946. 


The new offices will be in a position 
to conduct large-scale commercial 
banking activities.for both individuals 
and industry. The growing interest of 
American industry in the economic re- 
sources of Pakistan and the country’s 
tourist potential are the principal rea- 
sons for expanding facilities in Karachi, 
according to company officials. 

With this opening, American Express 
becomes the first U. S. bank to operate 
in Pakistan. 
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Economic 
Reports 


Part I of BFC’s 
World 
Trade 
Information 
Service 


Annual subscription: 
$6.00 a year ($8.50 


to foreign addresses) 





Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Make check or 
money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 





Around 80 reports a year 
each covering a specific 
country and subject 


® basic economic and 
marketing data 


* current economic 
developments 

® transportation and 
utilities 

® business organization. 
and taxes 


* investment laws and 
policies 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 
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Buyers Optimistic at 
German Leather Fair 


Sales at the 18th International Leath- 
er Goods Fair, March 1-6, at Offenbach 
indicated continued confidence on the 

t of buyers concerning the future 
market for leather goods. Domestic 
sales were reported good and foreign 
sales were very good. 


Although local attendance was some-~ 
| what less than at the 1957 spring fair, 


attendance from foreign countries was 
about the same. This drop in attend- 
ance apparently did not affect sales or 
optimism concerning future prospects. 

A total of 424 firms participated in 
the exhibition, the same number as in 
the past year, representing West Ger- 
many, Austria, Italy, France, Great 
Britain, the Netherlands, and Spain. 

A wide variety of leather goods, 
Jeather accessories, and some produc- 
tion machinery and equipment were ex- 
hibited. In general, exhibits reflected 
the industry’s increased efforts to adjust 
production more closely and quickly to 
current developments in fashions and 
colors. 

Foreign buyers, especially from the 
Scandinavian countries, Switzerland, 
Belgium, and the Netherlands, placed 
large orders for all types of leather 
goods. Buying interest of U. S. buyers 
was, as usual, centered around small 
leather goods, traveling kits, and mani- 
cure sets. In line with expanding travel 
and tourism, sales of luggage and trav- 
eling accessories were particularly good. 

The Offenbach Leather Goods Fair has 
tended to be¢ome a showcase where ori- 
entation and establishment of contacts 
has become as important as actual 
sales, a trend that has continued in 1958. 

Copies of the official catalog are avail- 
able on loan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Frankfurt. 


13th World Fair of Ghent 
Scheduled in September 


Plans are well under way for the 13th 
International Fair of Ghent scheduled 
for September 13-28 at Ghent’s Grand 
Palace, according to the Belgian Em- 
bassy in Washington. 

As in previous years the fair will be 
under the patronage of the Belgian 
Government and will welcome both lo- 
cal and foreign. participation. A total 
of 532 foreign exhibitors represented 19 
countries at the past year’s fair. 

_This year the show will feature tex- 
tiles, machinery, heating equipment, 
china and glassware, electrical products, 
foodstuffs, agricultural equipment, jew- 
elry, leather, building materials, as well 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Sales Activity Keen at Germany's First 
World Showing of Packaging Equipment ‘ 


Business was reported lively by 
almost all exhibitors at the Interna- 
tional Trade Fair of Packaging Ma- 
chines, Confectionery Machines, and 
Packaging Materials, INTERPACK, 
held for the first time in the Federal 
Republic of Germany in Duesseldorf 
March 2-9, 1958. 

A total of 225 firms exhibited at 
the show including 60 from foreign 
countries. Foreign exhibitors came from 
England, Switzerland, France, Nether- 
lands, Italy, Belgium, Sweden, the 
United States, and Denmark. 

The exhibition was considered a great 
success by both the exhibitors and visi- 
tors who attended the show. INTER- 
PACK was open to the general public 
and attracted 70,000 visitors from 42 
countries. Of great significance was the 
large attendance from foreign coun- 
tries including large delegations from 
France, Belgium, and Yugoslavia. Ex- 
perts from Soviet bloc countries were 
among the visitors. 

Of great importance was the tech- 
nical-scientific convention of the pack- 
aging machines industry held in con- 
nection with the exhibition at which 
experts from West Germany, France, 
England, Switzerland, Sweden, and the 
United States considered technical and 
economic problems of packaging. The 
American representative, Mr. C. M. 
Woodcock, Tarrytown, New York, de- 
livered a speech on the importance of 
research for development of American 
food packages. The convention was at- 
ended by about 600 persons including 
Q from overseas. 


Packaging for Ocean 
Shipment Featured 


A special feature at the exhibition 


was an informative display on _ sea- 
worthy packaging, which illustrated 
modern packaging possibilities for 


ocean shipment. 

Annual expenditures of German en- 
terprises for packaging are estimated 
at 7 billion marks (4.2 marks=US$1). 
Importance of the packaging industry 
is growing in the Federal Republic 
with introduction of new sales practices 
although many possibilities still exist 
for using practical and attractive pack- 
aging, which have not yet been ex- 
ploited. For example, the number of 
supermarkets rose from 1,637 in April 
1957 to 2,500 at the beginning of 1958. 
Only about 15 to 18 percent of milk 
is delivered in cartons in the Federal 
Republic as against approximately 55 
percent in the United States. 

Two American firms, which partici- 
pated directly in the _exhibition, re- 
portedly were well pleased with their 
sales, and one indicated that sales 
were excellent. 


Buyer interest was prevalent in all 
branches of the industry and no re- 
sistence to prices was noted. All types 
of machines found a ready market and 
much interest was shown in the nu- 
merous developments in all fields of 
the packaging industry. 

Packaging machines occupied about 
53 percent of total exhibition space of 
30,000. square meters, while 25 _per- 
cent was taken up by packaging ma- 
terials, and 22 percent by confectionery 
machines. 

The next INTERPACK has _ been 
scheduled for May 1, 1960, in Duessel- 
dorf. Whether the 2 year interval will 
continue in the future is as yet un- 
decided. 

Copies of the official INTERPACK 
catalog for 1958 are available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





Finnish Industries 


Fair Well Attended 


The annual spring Finnish Industries 
Fair, held in Messuhalli, Helsinki, March 
14-23, was attended by a total of 115,- 
892 persons, an average of 11,589 a day, 
which apparently was considered a sat- 
isfactory showing. 

Most of the displays were made up of 
consumer goods, though building mate- 
rials and farm implements also were 
fairly well represented. 

Israel was the only foreign exhibitor. 
The fair reportedly was to have been 
open to foreign exhibits generally, but 
it later became apparent that all of the 
availablé space would be used by Fin- 
nish industries. Israel was the only 
country which had applied, and its_ap- 
plication was accepted. The Israelf ex- 
hibit, one of the largest, was attractive- 
ly arranged and consisted primarily of 
consumer goods, such as textiles, semi- 
art objects, and costume jewelry. It also 
included a display relating to production 
of nitrates. 

The opening ceremony on March 14 
was attended by President Kekkonen, 
and a number of foreign mission repre- 
sentatives and other members of the 
diplomatic corps were present. The 
opening speech was given by the Min- 
ister of Trade and Industry, Mr. Kive- 
kas, who noted that Finnish industry 
was having difficulty selling its products 
for the first time in 20 years and hoped 
foreign buyers would be interested. 

A copy of the fair catalog is available 
on loan from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C.—U. S. Embassy, Hel- 
sinki. 
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The city of Chicago will spend $400,- 
000 to improve Navy Pier which will be 
the site of the Chicago International 
Trade Fair and Exposition from July 
1-19, 1959. Improvements will include a 
completely new ventilating system as 
well as a new look to improve the pier 
as an exposition hall. 





Israel's pavilion at the U. 8. World 
Trade Fair at the Coliseum in New 
York City, May 7-17, will be three times 
the size of its exhibit in 1957, according 
to the Israel Company for Exhibitions 
and Fairs, Ltd., which has charge of 
Israel's participation in international 
fairs, Every industry will be repre- 
sented and some 100 manufacturers, ex- 
porters, and producers will display their 
products as a balance sheet to the world 
of Israel’s first decade of statehood.— 
U. S. Embassy, Tel Aviv. 





The main attraction at the Interna- 
tional’ Trade Fair held February 
15-March 9 at the Great World Amuse- 
ment Park in Singapore was the Japan- 
ese pavilion, which was constructed of 
stainless ‘steel tubes and corrugated 
iron sheets in a modernistic design with- 
out pillar supports. Many local con- 
tractors inquired about the design for 
possible local use—U. S. Consulate 
General, Singapore. ) 





The 1958 International Automobile 
Show, which closed at the Coliseum in 
New York City on April 13, resulted in 
approximately $25 million in sales, ac- 
cording to the show management. The 
show included both U. S. and foreign 
made cars and over 275 cars represent- 
ing 57 makes were on display from the 
United States, England, France, Ger- 
many, Czechoslovakia, Italy, and Swe- 
den. 





The seventh International Aeronau- 
tical Exhibition will be held at San 
Nicoli di Lido Airport, Venice, Italy, 
duly 16-20, according to the Aero Club 
of Italy, which sponsors the exhibition. 
The purpose of the exhibition is to let 
the Italian aeronautical public know 
what types of touring aircraft, sail- 
planes, and helicopters are being pro- 
duced throughout the world in order to 
stimulate commercial sales. 

Registration is limited to planes not 
exceeding 8 passengers and to 1 mode] 
of each plane. Each entry will make an 
exhibition flight of not more than 15 
minutes. 





The Caracas International Exposition, 
which had been planned for Caracas, 
Venezuela, in 1960, has been suspended 
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by order of the Junta de Gobierno 
which now governs Venezuela. The fu- 
ture of the exposition is uncertain at 
this time and, according to local press 
reports, the decision will have to await 
election of a-new Government.—uU. S. 
Embassy, Caracas, 

Dates for the International Chemical 
Engineering Exhibition to be held in 
Oslo, Norway, have been announced as 
October 16-26, by the Studieselskapet 
for Norsk Industrie, Forskningsveien 1, 
Blindern, Oslo. American firms inter- 
ested in participating should register 
with the Secretariat of the Exhibition 
before August 15.—U. S. Embassy, Oslo. 

Exhibitors at the International Spring 
Fair in Utrecht, Netherlands, which 
closed March 27, were reportedly satis- 
fied with sales results produced by the 
fair. Sales of textiles were particularly 
strong. 











Finnish furniture manufacturers re- 
portedly negotiated 350 individual sales 
amounting to over $350,000 at the 
Cologne International Spring Fair held 
February 7-11. This figure alone is twice 
the value of Finland’s furniture exports 
for 1957. 

Largest sales were recorded from 
West Germany, although Netherlands, 
Belgian, American, and Italian buyers 
also were active. This is the first year 
that Finland has been able to gain a 
foothold in the German furniture 
market.—U. S. Embassy, Helsinki, 





Cleveland will be the site of the 1959 
Atom Fair, April 5-10, according to the 
International Atomic Exposition in 
Philadelphia which conducts the show. 
The 1958 fair, which closed in Chicago 
on March 21, reported an attendance 
of 11,373, including 5,500 science and en- 
gineering students. Nuclear products 
were exhibited by 107 manufacturers 
and 225 technical papers were presented 
at the Nuclear Congress. 





The management for the 1958 Mont- 
real International Trade Fair, May 30- 
June 8, reports that three times as 
many booths have been reserved for this 
year’s fair as were sold last year. A 
minimum of 250 booths are expected 
to be taken before the opening date 
and the management is extremely op- 
timistic about the success of the 1958 
fair. 

U. S. firms may still reserve space by 
contacting the -Montreal International 
Trade Fair, Ltd., Show Mart, 1600 Berri 
Street, Suite 227, Montreal, Canada.— 
U. S. Consulate General, Montreal. 


— 


U. S. Instrumentation 
Show International 


The 1958 Instrument - Automation, 


Conference and Exhibit, scheduled fg } 


September 15-19, in Philadelphia wil] hp 
international in scope, according to ay 
announcement by the sponsors, Instry. 
ment Society of America. 


In line with the international aspec 
of the 13th annual event, expressions 
of interest, according to exposition off 
cials, already have been received fron 
firms in England, Germany,, Italy, Swit. 
zerland, Scandinavia and Japan, not 
only from potential exhibitors but from 
those who wish to send key representa. 
tives to attend. 


This annual showcase of instrumen. 
tation and automatic control systems 
is recognized as the largest and most 
significant in its field in America. The 
1958 industry show will attract more 
than 500 exhibitors who will display 
their latest products and services of the 
vital new technology in which they are 
engaged. 


Conference Also Scheduled 


A conference to be conducted concur. 
rently with the annual exhibit will con. 
sist of many clinics, workshops, and 
technical sessions covering every phase 
of instrument science and technology, 
Speakers and instructors of national 
prominence on subjects of vital interest 
will highlight the comprehensive pro 
gram planned by the various technical 
committees of the Society in coopera. 
tion with other related societies who 
will conduct sessions. 

Potential exhibitors may direct their 
inquiries to Mr. Fred J. Tabery, Exhibit 
Manager, Instrument Society of Ameri- 
ca, 3443 South Hill Street, Los Angeles 
7, Calif. Requests for all other infor- 
mation should be directed to Mr. Wil 
liam H. Kushnick, Executive Director, 
Instrument Society of America, 313 
Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 


13th World... 
(Continued from page 21) 


as other miscellaneous products.  Spe- 
cial emphasis will be placed on products 
used in the modern home both in con- 
sumer lines and hard goods. 

Some 30 million people are expected 
to visit Belgium this year, and fair 
sponsors hope that this will result in 
an increased interest in the Ghent Fair, 
Work is now in progress to enlarge the 
exhibition space by structural altera 
tions and additions to the fair’s tradi- 
tional home, the Grand Palace of Ghent. 

Further information, including appli- 
cation blanks for space, may be ob 
tained from the Belgian Embassy, 3330 
Garfield Street, N.W., Washington § 
D. C., or from the Belgian Chamber of 
Commerce in the United States, Inc, 
50 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 2, 
N. Y. 
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United States... 


(Continued from page 2) 


piece goods and the downward trend in 
metal manufactures, cement, and bi- 


) cycles. The United Kingdom remained 


by far the leading supplying country, 
put its share of Uganda's total imports 
decreased significantly in the 1957 pe- 
riod. 

The Western European countries also 
Jost some ground as exporters to Ugan- 
da. On the other hand, Japan increased 


its position in the Uganda market and- 


Thailand appeared for the first time as 
a significant source of rice. Continued 
maintenance of rigid dollar import re- 
strictions kept imports from the United 
States to minor proportions. 


Foreign Trade Expected 
To Reach Near Peak 


Exports from Uganda in 1957 showed 
promise of reaching the highest levels 
since 1952, principally owing to the very 
large 1956-57 coffee crop. At the same 
time imports were running at about 
1956 levels, so that Uganda's total an- 
nual value of trade was expected to 
reach a near record level. 

Through October 1957, Uganda’s ex- 
ports (including reexports) were valued 
at £40.7 million and total net imports, 
£22.9 million. The comparable figures for 
1956 were £37.1 million and £23.2 mil- 
lion, respectively. Coffee (£18.2 million) 
and cotton (£16.1 million) made up the 
bulk of Uganda’s exports in the first 10 
months of 1957. 


Coffee and Sugar Set Records, 
Cotton Down, Tea Increases 


Coffee production for the 1956-57 crop 
year attained record levels. 

Sugar production reached a _ record 
80,773 tons in 1957 compared with 65,130 
in 1955 and 69,037 in 1956. The produc- 
tion of tobacco also showed an increase 
over 1956 and 1955. 

The current 1957-1958 cotton crop is 
now estimated at 320,000 bales (400 
pounds) which is not only down from 
earlier forecasts, but considerably lower 
than the 372,433 bales of the preceding 
year. Tea production rose considerably 
in 1957 to a total of 3,582 tons of made 
tea compared with 3,036 tons in 1956 
and 3,100 tons in 1955. 

The Minister of Finance announced in 
November that the Government would 
purchase the 51 percent of the stock of 
Nyanza Textile Industries Ltd., held by 
Calico Printers and Bleachers Associa- 
tion. The remaining 49 percent of the 
stock was already owned by the Uganda 
Development Corporation. This action 
was forced on the Government by the 
tefusal of the British firms to put any 
more capital into the industry unless 
the Government agreed to protect the 
production with a tariff. The other East 


— countries refused to agree to 


The cement factory—U®anda Cement 
Industry Ltd.—had a record year for 
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both production and sales. A second 
kiln was put into operation. Sales for 
the year totaled 85,000 tons valued at 
£1,090,000. 


Mineral Output 
Advances Sharply 


As a result of the Kilembe Copper 
Mines coming into full operation, the 
estimated total value of minerals pro- 
duction in Uganda jumped from £235,232 
in 1956 to £1,698,173 in 1957. Of this to- 
tal, copper contributed an estimated 
£1.5 million. As part of an expansion 
program begun in 1957, copper ore pro- 
duction at Kilembe will be stepped up 
in 1958 from 45,000 tons to 60,000 tons 
a month. 

Sukulu Mines Ltd. continued investi- 
gations into the large apatite-pyrochlore 
deposits near Tororo and a pilot-plant 
was opened during the year. More than 
1,100 tons of high grade P.O, were 
shipped to potential customers in 1957. 
Investigations regarding the economics 
of full scale exploitation of the esti- 
mated 200 million tons of ore reserves 
are being made. 

The production of beryl and columbite 
fell considerably due to the closing of 
the Mwirasandu tin mine; columbite 
was affected also by falling prices. Al- 
though air and land surveys for uranium 
were carried on in 1957, to date no posi- 
tive results are known.—U. S. Consulate, 
Kampala. 





Mozambique Economic ... 
(Continued from page 3) 
minerals reflecting a decline were: 
Lepidolite, 343.8 tons (1,002 in 1956); 


gold, 33.6 kilograms: (38.7); and David- 
ite, 6 tons (39). 


Cashew-Nut Exports Up 


Exports of cashew nuts (unshelled), 
primarily to India, totaled 68,231 metric 
tons over the first 11 months of 1957, 
compared with 37,583 tons in the like 
period of 1956. Cashew-nut exports in 
1955 and 1956 totaled 49,060 and 37,974 
tons, respectively. 

The 1958 outlook for cashew nuts 
does not appear promising. Only 20,000 
tons of .the late 1957 crop have been 
sold, leaving some 40,000 tons to be 
disposed of, according to reliable trade 
sources. Keen competition from .Tan- 
ganyika and the fact that the Indian 
cashew crop is ready for harvesting 
will further hamper the early sale of 
the Mozambique cashew crop. 

U. S. investors might also find it 
worthwhile to consider the cashew in- 
dustry. Success would depend on the 
development of a mechanical process 
to remove the cashew nut from the 
shell. At present, this is a costly manual 
process. 

Cashew exports in 1957 were valued 
at about US$8 million but most of the 
nuts went to India where they were 
shelled by hand labor. A _ cashew- 
processing plant would receive the full 


support of the local government which 
is vitally interested in selling the 
cashew nuts directly to the United 
States rather than via India where 
payment is made in pounds sterling. 
Sisal production also increased under 
a Government-sponsored program to 
encourage larger plantings and improve 
the quality of fiber for which there is 
a continuing demand in Western Euro- 
pean countries and the United States. 


Sisal Major Export to U. S. 


Sisal has been the major commodity 
export from Mozambique to the United 
States for many years. 

The Sisal Producers Association esti- 
mated that in 1957 Mozambique pro- 
duced 30,990 metric tons of sisal (fiber, 
tow, and waste), compared with 27,103 
and 29,094 tons in 1955 and 1956, re- 
spectively. Exports in 1957 totaled 31,- 
192.5 tons, compared with 26,896 and 
27,946 tons in 1955 and 1956, respective- 
ly. Sisal, which for several years has 
been Mozambique’s principal source of 
dollar income, ranked as the second 
largest dollar earning commodity ex- 
port after mineral ores. The Sisal Pro- 
ducers Association is carrying out an 
active campaign to increase production 
and improve the quality of local sisal 
as the only means of combatting the 
steady decline in prices since 1952. 

Cement production continued its up- 
ward trend. Construction work on a 
new plant which will produce white 
cement as well as portland, scheduled 
for completion in 1960, moved ahead 
satisfactorily. Several small firms in 
various parts of the Province com- 
menced the manufacture, of cement 
products, including concrete irrigation 
and sewage pipes; con¢rete telephone 
and electric-power poles; and concrete 
and glass building bricks. 

A factory for the manufacture of 
steel reinforcing wire and screen was 
completed and is expected to begin 
production in early 1958. 

The Government approved applica- 
tions for the establishment of industries 
in other lines such as electrical cables, 
acetylene gas, fluorescent light bulbs, 
bicycle tires, and plastic goods. . The 
power shortage. in Lourenco Marques 
deterred construction of several of these 
plants, however, and a plywood factory,, 
completed several months ago, had not 
been able to commence _ operations 
owing to the fact that all of its equip- 
ment is designed to operate on alter- 
nating current, which will be available 
only on completion of the new thermal 
powerplant. 

Sugar factories, flour mills, and oil- 
processing plants in the Province went 
ahead with plans to increase production 
capacity in order to meet higher domes- 
tic and oversea demands. The starch 
factory at Inharrine, using German 
machinery installed by German tech- 
nicians, was completed and commenced 
operations in May 1957.—U. S. Consul, 
Lourenco, Marques. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 





Peru To Modernize Large Railways 


Peru’s most important railway sys- 
tems, Central Railway and Southern 
Railway, are to be rehabilitated and 
modernized. 


Under the program, being undertaken 
with assistance of a World Bank loan 
equivalent to US$15 million, over-age 
steam locomotives will be gradually re- 
placed with diesel-electric locomotives. 
The program also provides for consider- 
able replacement of rails and crossties, 
installation of centralized traffic-control 
facilities, and construction or improve- 
ment of workshops and miscellaneous 
equipment for handling freight. 

Equipment to be financed by the 
Bank’s loan include 34 diesel-electric 
locomotives, 6 diesel-electric shunters, 36 
passenger cars, 275 freight cars, and 
other imported equipment and services. 
Orders for all equipment and materials 
will be placed on the basis of interna- 
tional competitive bidding. 


Work To Cost 
$20 Million 


The program is scheduled to be fin- 
ished in 1960 at a total cost equivalent 
to $20 million, of which $19 million will 
be in foreign exchange. The Bank’s loan 
will cover three-fourths of the total cost 
and the Corporation will finance the re- 
mainder from its own resources. 

The loan was made to the Peruvian 
Corporation Limited. The company is 
incorporated in the United Kingdom 
and, under a reorganization in 1956 be- 
came a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Peruvian Transport Corporation Lim- 
ited, a new, privately owned Canadian 
company. Subsequently the Peruvian 
Corporation undertook a 3-year program 
to improve the services of Central and 
Southern Railways, which it owns and 
operates. 

The Central and Southern Railways 
form the backbone of Peru's rail net- 
work. Their 830 route miles constitute 
about two-thirds of all Peruvian rail- 
roads, and the remainder consists main- 
ly of extension and branch lines owned 
largely by mining companies, and of 
short feeder lines. Because of the diffi- 
cult mountainous terrain, there are few 
good roads connecting the highlands of 
Peru with the coast, and the railways 
are essential for transport of bulk mer- 
chandise and such commodities as ores, 
concentrates, and metals. 

Central Railway serves Lima, the cap- 
ital, and adjoining Callao, the main 
Peruvian port. It is an important link 
between those two cities on the dry 
coastal plain and the agricultural and 
mining areas of the Sierra, the high 
mountain plateau. It carries most of 
Peruvian mineral exports, which account 
for about 40 percent of the country’s 
foreign exchange earnings. 
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Southern Railway, physically separate 
from the Central, links the fertile south- 
ern highlands, including Arequipa, Peru’s 
second largest city, with the ports of 
Mollendo and Matarani. The Southern 
is important not only to Peru but to 
Bolivia’ as well. As a link in the trans- 
portation. route connecting La Paz to 
the Pacific ports, it carries much of 
Bolivia’s international trade. The rail- 
way meets a steamer service crossing 
Lake Titicaca to Bolivia and connects 
with another railway line to La Paz. 
Both the steamer and railway services in 
Bolivia are operated by the Peruvian 
Corporation. 

Because the railroads cross the West- 
ern Andes, operating conditions are 
unique as well as. difficult. Central Rail- 
way climbs to nearly 16,000 feet, the 
highest point reached by any standard- 
gage railway in the world. On the 
Andes’ western slopes the valleys are so 
narrow and steep that the line zigzags 
up the side by means of reversing sta- 
tions. This stretch alone has more than 
70 tunnels. In the rainy season, because 
of the constant threat of landslides, 
trains travel only in daylight. Conditions 
on the Southern Railway are similar, 
though less severe. 


In recent years the railways have 
been handicapped in their operations by 
obsolete and largely worn-out equip- 
ment. Emergency imports of grain in 
1956 to stave off the threat of famine 
in the south could be handled only with 
the help of new diesel electric units 
hastily provided for the purpose. 





Liberia Signs Contract 
For 3 Priority Roads 


Construction of three priority high- 
ways is called for in a contract signed 
between the Liberian Government and 
Vianini (Liberia) Co., Ltd.—the so- 
called Eastern Province Road joining 
Tappita with the road between Harper 
and Webbo at the town of Karloke; a 
road joining Monrovia with Cape 
Mount in Western Province; and paving 
of the existing road between gate 15 
of the Firestone Plantation (Harbel) 
and Kakata, 


The agreement provides further “for 
construction of other public~ roads,” 
which “shall be determined by the Gov- 
ernment from time to time.” 


Determination of the additional proj- 
ects undoubtedly will depend upon 
availability of unexpended funds follow- 
ing completion of the three priority 
projects. 

All projects, for which the contract 
provides a total construction cost of $15 
million, are to be completed by 1964.— 
U. S. Embassy, Monrovia, 


Mexico To Build New 
Roads in Interior 


Mexican Federal and State Govem, 
ments continue to place great emphasi 
on the building of new roads to conneg 
the country’s interior towns and Valley 
with the principal highway arteries anj 
on paving and completion of the majp 
coastal roads. 

The Federal Government has _ gap. 
marked 23,350,000 pesos in its budget 
and the State of Veracruz 6,000,0% 
pesos for work this year on 13 ney 
roads, to a total of 29,350,000 pesos, the 
equivalent of US$2.4 million. 

The roads will unite: Cosautlan an 
Totula; Tihuatlan and Alamo; Ban. 
derilla and Naolinco; Naolinco and Mj. 
santla; Misantla and Yecuatla; Jicalte. 
pec and La Pena; Platon Sanchez anj 
Tantoyuca; La Perla with the road t 
Atzacan; Cordova and Tapia y Naranjal: 
Paso de San Juan and Las Tinjas 
Alazan, Panuco, and Canoas; Cardel and 
Nautla; and Castillo de Teallo with 
Metlaltoyuca. Upon completion the roads 
will serve rich agricultural areas ani 
bring them closer to available markets 

In mid-March the Federal Govem. 
ment announced that 15 million peso 
has been assigned to complete the road 
between Salina Cruz, Oaxaca, on th 
west coast, and the port of Coatzae 
calcos, Veracruz, on the east coast. 
This road, one of the major highways 
of Mexico, is understood to be almost 
complete. 

Construction is reported to have be 
gun on a bridge over the Panuco River 
in the Huasteca region, the cost of 
which is estimated at 8 million pesos, 

Studies and preliminary work leading 
to construction of a bridge across the 
Lake of Alvarado will be undertaken. 
For this work the sum of 14 million 
pesos is being set aside. The bridge will 
be a major construction job which will 
take at least 5 years to complete.—U. §. 
Consulate, Veracruz. 


Port Flushing To Have 7 
New Oil-Storage Tanks 


Haven van Vlissingen Corporation, 4 
stevedoring and forwarding company in 
the port of Flushing, the Netherlands, 
will increase its oil-storage capacity 
from 26,000 to 41,000 cubic meters (t 
cubic meter=35.3 cubic feet). 

Construction of seven new tanks, t0 
begin in August, will enable the com- 
pany to accommodate the largest 
tankers. 

At present 12 tanks are available for 
storage of edible oils, molasses, and noi 
inflammable products.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Rotterdam. 
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Airport Building 
Under Way in ltaly 


Work was begun on Venice’s new 
Marco Polo International Airport, mark- 


| jng another step in Italy's large-scale, 


wide-range airport-construction pro- 
The new field, to cover a 320-acre area 
and to be built at a cost of $5.6 million, 
wil be of International Civil Aviation 


Organization class B standards, with a 


main runway 2,400 meters long and 60 . 


meters wide (7,900 by 200 feet). Marco 
polo is expected to be able to accom- 
modate the largest and fastest com- 
mercial planes coming into operation in 
the next few years. 

Palermo is to have a class A airport; 
Genoa is in process of constructing a 
dass B field, the city’s first airport; 
Cagliari on the island of Sardinia has 
just completed its class A airport, which 
also serves as an alternate for Rome; 
and Rome is building a superairport at 
Fumicino to replace Ciampino. 

Although nothing concrete has de- 
yeloped so far, Milan is actively consid- 
ering construction of an airport to re- 
place Malpensa. 

In addition, several of Italy’s lesser 
felds, including those at Turin and 
Brindisi, have been enlarged and mod- 
ernized in the past several years. 

When the airport program is com- 
pleted Italy will have an up-to-date air- 
prt network adequate to the demands 
of jet-age travel.—_U. S. Embassy, Rome. 


Double-Decker Road To Be 
Built to London Airport 


A two-tier road beginning near Chis- 
wick Flyover, on the western outskirts 
of London, and continuing to a point 
near Boston Manor Road, Brentwood, 
is planned as a new and faster route to 
London airport. 

This plan, the first of its kind in 
the country, has been adopted by the 
Minister of Transport and Civil Avia- 
tion to avoid demolition of property that 
would have been involved in another 
proposed plan. 

Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners have 
been appointed as consulting engineers 
to investigate the traffic problem and 
prepare the necessary layout. 

About 12%2 miles of new road con- 
struction is involved, and al] of the road- 
way will be designed for high speeds. 
The viaduct will be 114 miles long and 
60 feet wide. It will have an average 
height of about 25 feet, but where it 
passes over a factory at its western end 
it May rise as high as 65 feet.—U. S. 
Embassy, London. 





Japanese output of sweetened con- 
densed: milk soared to 115.5 million 
pounds, 31 percent over 1956, according 
to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 


April 28, 1958 


Japan Plans To Link Main Islands 


The 3,461-meter, or 2.34-mile, Kanmon undersea highway tunnel 
connecting the principal Japanese island of Honshu with Kyushu was 
opened in March, marking a milestone in the Japanese civil engineering 


construction industry. 


The new tunnel, running between Shimonoseki, 


at the southern 


tip of Honshu, and Moji, the northern terminal of Kyushu, is expected 
to contribute to bringing into closer relation the two sea-separated 


industrial centers of Western Japan. 


Not only is the tunnel the world’s 
second longest underwater highway tun- 
nel—second to 15,044-foot Mersey Tun- 
nel linking Liverpool and Birkenhead in 
Britain—but it is reported to be the 
first of its kind in the world. Struc- 
turally the under-water part is double 
decked with motor traffic lanes on the 
upper deck and a pedestrian passageway 
on the lower. 

For some time the Japanese have 
conceived a plan for linking their main 
islands—Honshu with Kyushu, Hok- 
kaido, and Shikoku—by bridges or 
undersea tunnels. Other projects under 
study are the Tsugaru Strait undersea 
railway tunnel and bridges to link 
Honshu with Hokkaido and Shikoku. 

The railway tunnel to link Honshu 
and Hokkaido, according to Japan 
National Railway’s preliminary design, 
would be 36.5 kilometers long, over 10 
times the length of Kanmon Highway 
Tunnel, or nearly double Simplon Tun- 
nel, the world’s longest, 20-kilometer, 
tunnel connecting Switzerland and Italy 
under the Alps. JNR’s technical staff 
has carried out a series of geological 
surveys and believes that construction 
of the railway tunnel is feasible from 
the technical standpoint. Construction 
is estimated to cost 60 billion yen, the 
equivalent of US$168 million, and would 
require 10 years for completion. 


Honshu-Shikoku 
Bridge Planned 


A plan for bridging Honshu and 
Shikoku via Awaji Island also is cur- 
rently being studied. According to 
JNR’s preliminary plan, Akashi Bridge, 
which would link Honshu and Awaji 
Island, would be 4,650 meters long, and 
Naruto .Bridge, linking Awaji Island 
and Shikoku, 1,430 meters. Both bridges 
would be 30 meters wide and double 
tracked, with lanes for vehicles and 
sidewalks for pedestrians on both sides. 
Construction is estimated to cost 40 
billion yen and take 10 years to com- 
plete (360 yen=US$1). 

Although JNR’s planning staff be- 
lieves both projects are feasible, they 
need to be studied in further detail 
because topographical and _ geological 
difficulties are expected to be encoun- 
tered. Moreover, JNR has no assurance 
of raising the large amount of funds 
involved. 

Although the long-range plan for 
linking the four islands has been only 





partially realized, in view of Japan's 
rapidly expanding economic activities 
and completion of Kanmon Highway 
Tunnel, the public is convinced that their 
plans may become a reality. Before the 
highway tunnel was completed the only 
connecting tunnel was Kanmon Railway 
Tunnel, completed in 1944, running 
parallel to the new tunnel. Construc- 
tion of -Kanmon Highway Tunnel was 
begun in 1937 but was suspended for 8 
years, from 1944 to 1952.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Tokyo. . 





Electrification of Rail 
Line in Kobe Completed 


Japanese National Railways has com- 
pleted electrification of a 32.4-kilometer 
track section between Nishi-Akashi, 
19.2 kilometers west of Kobe, and Him- 
eji, 54.8 kilometers southwest of Kobe. 

Further electrification of the 886 
kilometer line between Himeji and Oka- 
yama, the next step in JNR’s project to 
completely electrify its main line be- 
tween Tokyo and southern Kyushu, is 
expected to begin in the near future. 

The new section, completed at a cost 
of approximately $6 million, will enable 
JNR to reduce annual coal consumption 
by $600,000 with replacement of steam 
by electric locomotives and reduce one- 
way commuting time from Himeji to 
Kobe-Osaka by 10 to 20 minutes.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Kobe-Osaka. 





© U.S. Line To Open New 


Mozambique Service 


An additional United States 
shipping line reportedly will soon 
begin operations to Mozambique. 

Lino Line Division of United 
States Navigation Co., New York, 
will shortly inaugurate monthly 
service between Mozambique and 
South African ports and the east 
coast of the United States. “* 

Local agent in Lourenco Marques 
is the long-established firm Parry, 
Leon, & Hayhoe, Ltd.—U, S. Con- 
sulate General, Lourenco Marques. 
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American Iraqi Shipping Co. on May 
1 will become the sole agent in Basra 
for Isthmian Lines and will be respon- 
sible for approximately 24 vessels an- 
nually. 

The company will open’ a new office 
in Kuwait to be known as American 
Western Co., and American Eastern will 
replace Gray Mackenzie Co. in Iran as 
the Isthmian Line representative, leav- 
ing Gray Mackenzie the only agency in 
Bahrein. 

Formerly Isthmian Lines, Inc., 71 
Broadway, New York, was represented 
in Basra on a split-agency basis, with 
Gray Mackenzie Co. and American Iraqi 
Co.—U, S. Consulate, Basra. 

A new shipping line is being estab- 
lished in the Union of South Africa. 

The new company, to be known as 
the National Shipping Lines of South 
Africa, was, according to a reliable 
source, registered in Pretoria on March 
10 with an authorized capital of £5.5 
million. 

One cargo vessel of 4,600 tons report- 
edly has been acquired in England, and 
it is understood three additicnal vessels 
will be purchased. 

The new company expects to begin 
operating this June.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Cape Town. 





Scandinavian Airlines System has an- 
nounced that the Japanese authorities 
have approved the airline’s proposal to 
operate a third weekly round-trip serv- 
ice from Stockholm to Tokyo over the 
polar route, and that a new Stockholm- 
New York service via Sondre Stomfjord 
(BW-8), Greenland, was opened April 1. 

The new Tokyo service was inaugu- 
rated April 1. 

Beginning the same date, one of SAS’s 
three services to Tokyo via India and 
the Philippines will terminate at Manila. 
In the first year of the Tokyo polar 
service, SAS noted, more than 7,00 
passengers were carried over the route. 
—U. S. Embassy, Stockholm. 





Kuwait Airways is preparing to sign 
a contract with the Lebanese firm of 
Shaarco, which has functioned in Ku- 
wait primarily as a travel and freight 
forwarding agency. 

The contract, which is for a period 
of 5 years, would require Shaarco to 
take over operation of Kuwait Airways’ 
2 Dakotas, add a DC-4 and a DC-6, and 
operate the airline, exercising all traffic 
rights in the name of Kuwait Airways. 
—U. S. Consulate, Kuwait. 





Trans Caribbean Airways, Inc., has 
been admitted to associate membership 


26 


in the International Air Transport As- 
sociation, an association official has an- 
nounced. 

The airline, with head office in New 
York City, operates scheduled services 
between New York and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

Its admission into IATA brings to 82 
the number of airlines in the world 
airlines organization, 72 of which are 
active and 10 associate members. 





The Brazilian airline company VARIG 
was scheduled to inaugurate direct serv- 
ice between Trinidad and New York on 
April 3. 

Southward, the service will extend to 
Rio de Janeiro. Initially two northbound 
flights a week will depart at 6:00 a. m. 
on Thursdays and Sundays and south- 
bound flights at 8:10 p. m. on Tuesdays 
and Saturdays. Sixty-two passenger 
Super G Constellations will be used on 
this run. 

Mr. Alfredo Leschhorn of the Domin- 
ican Republic is the line’s local general 
manager with offices at 42 Frederick 
Street, Port of Spain.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Port of Spain. 





Argentina’s National Director of Civil 
Aviation has taken action, through a 
resolution dated February 25, and effec- 
tive immediately, to protect the inter- 
ests of regional airlines for passenger 
and cargo traffic originating in the 
region. 

Commercial air services between Ar- 
gentina and Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Para- 
guay, and Uruguay are covered by the 
action. 

Commercial airlines of other coun- 
tries shall not transport within each 
quarterly period a number of passengers 
and a volume of cargo exceeding those 
transported in the same period of 1957 
on their regular flights—U. S. EmbasSy, 
Buenos Aires. 

Viracopos International Airport in 
Campinas, third largest city in the State 
of Sao Paulo, Brazil, has a new concrete 
runway under construction. 

Sao Paulo State government is build- 
ing 1,800 meters of the runway, which 
will be completed by the end of the 
year, and the Federal Government will 
finance conStruction of the remaining 
1,620 meters. 

The completed 3,420-meter long, 45- 
meter wide runway is scheduled to be 
opened to commercial jet airliner traffic 
by July 1959. 

The airport probably will be the first 
in Brazil able to accommodate interna- 
tional jet airliners—U. S. Consulate 
General, Sao Paulo. 


a, 


Argentine Fleets Become 
Government Enterprises 


Various State-owned Argentine me, 
chant fleets are to be operated as ing.‘ 
pendent Government enterprises unde 
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Trang. 
port, it has been announced. 

Flota Mercante del Estado and Flog 
Argentina de Navegacion de Ultrama, 
the two State-owned merchant fleets 
will become autonomous State ente,. 
prises. 


Flota Fluvial del Estado Argentina 
incorporating the two former river fleet 
enterprises Administracion General de 
Transporte Fluvial and Flota Argentina 
de Navegacion Fluvial, also will be 
come autonomous State enterprises, 


At the time of its creation in 194 
Flota Mercante del Estado was consid. 
teredy an autonomous entity, but afte 
October 23 administration of this ani 
other transport enterprises later age. 
quired, for example the British-ownej 
railroads and the Dodero fleet, was en. 
trusted to a single entity, Emprey 
Nacional de Transportes, under Minis. 
try of Transport jurisidiction, and the 
various services were regarded as 
tions of ENT. The agency was thu 
called upon to operate ocean and river 
fleets, railroads, air and road _ trans. 
port services, ports and airports, anda 
number of supporting units, with the 
result that cumbersome methods devel 
oped to the detriment of all service 
concerned. 

Changes in operation of the fleets 
were announced by decrees Nos. 2,77i 
and 2,772, both of March 12, 1958- 
U. S. Embaksy, Buenos Aires. 





Lufthansa Begins Nonstop 
Frankfurt-New York Runs 


Deutsche Lufthansa AG on February 
13 inaugurated its first nonstop flight 
from Frankfurt to New York City. 

The plane, a Lockheed Super Star, 
left Frankfurt at 10:00 p. m. and landed 
at New York’s Idlewild Airport at 8:49 
a. m., New York time, on February 14 
1 minute before the scheduled arrival 
time of 8:50 a. m. 

The Lockheed Super Star, a 4-engin 
turboprop airplane, carries up to & 
tourist-class passengers, or when luxury: 
first-class-tourist seats are combine 
maximum seating capacity is estimated 
at between 60 and 70. The plane has 4 
cruising speed of 330 miles an hour and 
a maximum speed of 395. 

Beginning April 1 Lufthansa intended 
to run three nonstop flights a week from 
Frankfurt to New York, the schedule 
to be in effect until October 31. At that 
time the company will determine how 
many weekly flights are to be s 
through the winter months.—U. S, Com 
sulate General, Frankfurt. 
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New Ferry To Link 
Denmark, Germany 


Plans for a new ferry route to link 
Denmark with the European Continent 
across Fehmarn Belt, which have been 
under discussion and negotiation for 
the past 4 decades, took more definite 
form with the signing of a protocol for 
the new route on March 24 by the Dan- 
jsh and the West German Ministers for 
Traffic. 

The route, the so-called Birdflight 
Line, will connect Rodbyhavn on the 
Danish Island of Lolland with Puttgar- 
den on the German Island of Fehmarn 
and will be served by ferries carrying 
trains as well as motor vehicles. The 
distance between the two ports is only 
19 kilometers, compared with the pres- 
ent 69-kilometer Gedser-Grossenbrode 
ferry route. 

Transit time will thus be reduced 

from the present 3 hours to less than 
i hour. The new route is expected to 
absorb much of the traffic on the ferry 
route across the Storebaelt, between 
Zealand and Funen, a major bottleneck 
in Danish surface traffic. 
' The project will involve elaborate 
construction work on both sides. Work 
on the Danish side includes a new di- 
rect railway line between Nykobing Fal- 
ster and Rodbyhavn, a new combined 
highway and railway bridge across 
Guidborgsund between Lolland and Fal- 
ster and a railway station, and a ferry 
building and port with two berths at 
Rodbyhavn. 

Danish expenses are estimated at 70 
million crowns for railway and harbor 
construction and 25 million crowns for 
completion of a highway across Lolland 
(1 crown= US$0.14%4). 

-On the German side, construction will 
include the building of a combined rail- 
way and highway bridge linking Feh- 
marn with the mainland. Expenses are 
estimated at 80 to 90 million marks for 
railway construction and 40 million 
marks for roads (1 mark=about US- 
$0.24). The route will be served by one 
Danish and two German ferries, now 
plying the Gedser-Grossenbrode route. 

On March 26 the Danish Minister for 
Traffic presented the ferry-route pro- 
posal to the Folketing, where it proba- 
bly will receive general endorsement by 
ill major parties. Construction is sched- 
led to begin after passage of the budg- 
tt proposal for fiscal year 1958-59 and 
the route to come into operation in 
1961-62 —U. S. Embassy, Copenhagen. 





Yugoslav meat production, low in 
1957, is expected to rise significantly 
in 1958, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
kee reports, 

Hog numbers were up sharply last 
year, and pork production will account 
for most of the expected increase. Beef 
td mutton production is expected to 
thow a slight rise. 


April 28, 1958 





Shipping Line Opens 
U. S.-Rotterdam Run’ 


Nautica Line, a new nonconfer- 
ence cargo line, has inaugurated 
services between Rotterdam and 
other Northwest European ports 
and principal U. S. North Atlantic 
seaports. 

The service is operated by Nau- 
tica A. G., of Zug, Switzerland, 
with chartered vessels and offers 
fortnightly sailings. 

In Rotterdam the line is repre- 
sented by Kahn’s Scheepvaart- 
en Handelmaatschappij N. V.— 
U. S. Consulate, Rotterdam. 











Sum Allocated for Sakarya 
Water Project in Turkey 


Ankara Municipality, Turkey, has al- 
located T£174.5 million, the equivalent 
of US$62.4 million, in its extraordinary 
budget for the Sakarya water project. 


The project, to be completed in 5 
years, calls for construction of 95 kilom- 
eters of pipeline, with pumping stations, 
filtration plant, and storage reservoirs, 
from the Sakarya and Porsuk Rivers 
to Ankara. 


The plant will supply the city with 
335,000 tons of water a day, enough to 
meet its needs for 60 years.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Ankara. 





Egypt Plans Improvement 
Of Internal Waterways 


The Egyptian Ministry of Public 
Works has announced a 10-year, £E5 
million, or US$14.4 million, program for 
improvement of the nation’s domestic 
waterway system. 

Included in the program are construc- 
tion of new canals and extension, wid- 
ening, and deepening of existing canals 
throughout the Delta and Upper Egypt, 
as well as the creation of about 50 new 
river and canal ports and anchorages. 

Among specifically named projects is 
improvement of the water route be- 
tween Cairo and Alexandria by extend- 
ing and deepening its components, to 
reduce freight transit time from the 
present 10 days to 5 days—U. S, Em- 
bassy, Cairo. 


Affiliates of Netherlands 
Shipyards Co. Renamed 


New names will be given to various 
affiliates of Verolme United Shipyards 
of Rotterdam (Verolme’s Dok- en 
Scheepsbouw Maatschappij N.V. 

The present shipyard Werf Jan Smit 
Czn at Alblasserdam will be renamed 
“Verolme Werf Alblasserdam”; for the 
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Designs Complete for 
Japanese Atomic Ship 


Hitachi Shipbuilding and Engineer- 
ing Co. has announced that it has 
completed designs for what it hopes will 
be Japan’s first atomic-powered ship. 


The vessel will be a 65,000-ton tanker 
using a pressurized water reactor hav- 
ing an output of 20,000 horsepower. 
The engine for the supertanker will 
be fueled by 10 tons of 3-percent en- 
riched, oxidized uranium, although the 
777-foot ship is not expected to need 
refueling for 27 months, assuming that 
it travels at its normal cruising speed 
of 17 knots. 


Hitachi estimates that construction 
of the nuclear-powered ship will cost 
about $22.5 million, compared with ap- 
proximately $14 million for a vessel of 
similar size powered by steam tur- 
bines. 


Kawasaki Dockyard Co. also has the 
desire to have the honor of constructing 
Japan’s first atomic-powered vessels. 
The company is now conducting a re- 
search study, sponsored by Japan 
Atomic Energy Research Institute, on 
application of boiling-water-type reac- 
tors to ship propulsion. Kawasaki re- 
ports that it has designed a medium- 
size tanker to be powered by this type 
of reactor. 

In addition to Hitachi and Kawasaki, 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Co. is de- 
veloping plans for a nuclear-powered 
emigrant ship using pressurized water 
reactors.—U. S. Embassy, Tokyo. 





Large Building Projects 
Proposed in Portugal 


Among large-scale projects in the 
planning stage and mentioned for pos- 
sible inclusion in Portgual’s new 6-year 
plan are the long-proposed bridge over 
the Tagus River at Lisbon, new ship- 
repair facilities and a free-trade zone 
at Lisbon, a canal in the Setubal area, 
and further electrification of the main 
line of the Portuguese railroad system. 

The latter project is only an exten- 
sion of work now in progress, but the 
6-year plan may provide for stepping 
up the rate of investment. Electric 
power development seems likely to con- 
tinue at about the current $30-million 
rate annually.—U. S. Embassy, Lisbon. 





electrical installation plant at Maasluis 
the new name will be “Verolme Elek- 
tra’; and the shipyard De Haan & Oer-: 
lemans at Heusden will be called “Ver- 
olme Werf Heusden.” Finally, the ship 
installation plant Scheepsinstallatiebed- 
rijf Nederland at IJsselmonde will be 
operated under the name of “Verolme 
Machinefabriek IJsselmonde.”—U. S. 
Consulate General, Rotterdam. 
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Three Series of Reports on Specific Countries 


ECONOMIC REPORTS economy . . . current economic developments . .. transportation .., 





business organization . . . investment laws and policies. 





patent, trademark regulations ... living costs and conditions. 





of individual countries . . . world trade reviews. 


@ THE WORLD TRADE INFORMATION SERVICE is published in three parts by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. Each 
report covers a specific subject in one country or area and is issued as prepared, with a yearly total of around 80 in 
Part 1, 120 in Part 2, and 50 in Part 3. Reports already published are available on a single copy basis for building 
up files of country material, and annual subscriptions will keep the files up to date. 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 








C) Part 1—Economic Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $8.50) 
Please enter my subscription for the following [] Part 2—Operations Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $8.50) 
C) Part 3—Statistical Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $7.50) 
Name Address 
City Zone State 











Mail to the nearest U.S. Department of Commerce Field Office or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. $. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Enclose check or money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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World Trade Information Service 





Economic and marketing data—basic information on the general 


Trading aids—import tariff system ... licensing and exchange controls 
OPERATIONS REPORTS - - « shipping documents, labeling, marking . . . food, pharmaceutical, 


Trade statistics for market research—monthly total U. S. export-import 
STATISTICAL REPORTS trade .. . U. S. trade with major countries or areas . . . foreign trade 
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COMMODITY NEWS 








' Increase 13.4 Percent 


Foreign sales of Belgian photographic 
products were 13.4 percent higher in 
the first 9 months of 1957, compared 
with the corresponding period of 1956, 
the Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, reports. 

Total exports for the 9-month period 
amounted to 1,564,150,000 francs, com- 
pared with 1,379,877,000 francs for the 
like period of 1956 (1 Belgian franc= 
US$0.02). 

Exports of motion-picture film, 35 
mm. or larger, was valued at 251,486,000 
francs, a 15 percent increase over 1956. 
The United States was the leading for- 
eign market with purchases valued at 
$8,280,000 francs, followed by India with 
27,147,000 francs. 


Shipments of motion-picture film, less 
than 35 mm., declined 10.4 percent in 
value, compared with the 1956 total of 
45,359,000 francs. West Germany, France, 
and the United Kingdom were the prin- 
ciple buyers of this film. 

Exports of photographic film, in rolls, 
were valued at 177,376,000 francs, a 4.6 
percent drop compared with 185,934,000 
francs. The United States was Belgium’s 
Jeading export market with shipments 
valued at 50,098,000 francs, followed 
by West Germany, 22,271,000 francs; 
France, 13,015,000 francs; Netherlands, 
12,639,000 francs; and Italy, 11,275,000 
francs. 





X-ray Film Sales Climb 


X-ray film sales continued to expand; 
these exports in the first 3 quarters of 
1957 totaled 364,957,000 francs, com- 
pared with 253,930,000 francs in the 
like period of 1956. Here again the 
United States was the principal market 
with exports valued at 93.4 million 
franes, a 62.1 percent increase over 1956. 
West Germany’s purchases totaled 53,- 
418,000 francs, a gain of 33.8 percent, 
whereas Canada’s share of 26,021,000 
francs was nearly twice 1956 purchases. 


All other film exports were valued 
at 109,443,000 francs, compared with 
87,617,000 in 1956. The United States 
also was the principal market for this 
film with shipments totaling 27,099,000 
francs, followed by West Germany with 
15,816,000, both substantially higher 
than in 1956. 


Belgium’s second most important ex- 
port item is sensitized photographic 
paper. Foreign sales amounted to 316,- 
969,000 francs, compared with 283,609,- 
000 francs in 1956. A total of 90,850,000 
francs was consigned to the United 
States. Other important markets were 
Sweden, the Netherlands, the United 
Kingdom, and West Germany. 
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“Belgian Photo Exports © Germany Faced With Increasing 


Stockpiles of Coal and Coke 


Coal and coke stockpiles at German mines increased from 2.1 
million metric tons—0.99 million tons of coal and 1.11 million tons of 
coke—at the end of February to almost 3 million tons—1.56 million 
tons of coal and 1.38 million tons of coke—on March 16. Stockpiles 
recently increased on the average by about 50,000 tons per work day. 


Daily increases in coal stockpiles rep- 
resent about 10 percent of the current 
coal output per working day—485,000 
tons—and increases in coke stockpiles 
about 16 percent of the daily coke out- 
put—111,000 tons. 


Stockpiles consist primarily of coal 
and coke used for household consump- 
tion. The share, about one-eighth, of 
metallurgical coke in total coke stock- 
piles at mining companies had increased 
recently as a result of cuts in produc- 
tion at a few metallurgical plants. Cur- 
rent coke stockpiles at mining compa- 
nies are, however, far below those at the 
end of March 1954 when coal sales diffi- 
culties coincided with a slump in the 
steel industry. On the other hand, cur- 
rent coal stockpiles at mining compa- 
nies exceed those of March 1954, 


Large Stocks Financial Burden 


Large coal and coke stockpiles are 
reportedly a heavy financial burden for 
the coal mines, and they are not ex- 
pected to decline very soon as large 
stockpiles—estimated at some 12 mil- 
lion tons of solid fuel, or about 4 mil- 
lion tons above those of the last winter 
—also have accumulated among Ger- 
man coal consumers. 

The formation of coal and coke stock- 
piles is attributed mainly to the com- 
paratively mild winter, large coal im- 
ports from the United States, and in- 
creased competition from fuel oil. 

Several coal-mining companies in the* 
Ruhr producing lean coal for household 
consumption decided to cut coal produc- 
tion in view of their growing stock- 
piles. Coke production, however, has 
not been cut. 

Layoffs took place in various coal- 
mining plants in the Ruhr between Feb- 
ruary 22 and March 19 affecting alto- 
gether some 30,000 employees and caus- 
ing losses in production amounting to 
about 28,000 tons of coal. 

This is the first time since 1954 that 
the West German coal-mining industry 
has had to introduce layoffs. In some 
instances the layoffs in February and 
those in March affected the same miners 
twice. Total losses, however, in produc- 
tion as a result of layoffs are not seri- 
ous. The number of miners employed 
in the Ruhr coal industry now totals 
about 492,000. 

Although difficulties also have oc- 
curred in the sale of Saar coal, layoffs 





in Saar coal’-mines have been avoided 
thus far. Saar coal mines had stock- 
piles of 230,000 tons of coal, 50,000 tons 
of coke, and 5,000 tons of low tempera- 
ture coke by the end of February. Out- 
put per work day at Saar coal mines 
reportedly averages about 55,000 tons 
of coal, 2,500 tons of coke, and 400 tons 
of low temperature coke.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Bonn. 





Paper Production in 
Netherlands at Peak 


The Netherlands had a record year 
in 1957 in production of all types of 
paper. 

Netherlands paper and cardboard 
production, excluding strawboard, in- 
creased by more than 11 percent. A to- 
tal of 519,966 metric tons (1 metric 
ton = 2,204.6 pounds) was produced, as 
compared with 466,825 tons in 1956. 
Newsprint production climbed from 
109,352 tons in 1956 to 131,334 tons in 
1957, and wrapping paper and paper- 
board from 193,137 tons to 211,346 tons. 

A slight decline occurred, however, in 
the production tempo in the last 3 
months of the year. Currently, news- 
print production is about 10 percent 
less than it was in the like period of 
the past year. One of the larger news- 
print plants operates only 4 days a 
week. 

Although production of writing and 
printing papers is about 5 percent lower 
than that of the preceding year, busi- 
ness apparently is improving in this 
sector. 

The situation in the wrapping paper 
industry is considered more serious, 
since production reportedly has fallen 
by 10 to 15 percent, but it is believed 
that the bottom has been reached. A few 
of the wrapping paper firms are working 
on a 4 or 5 day week. 

Central Bureau of Statistics figures 
show that 345,000 tons of strawboard 
was produced in 1956. Information as to 
1957’s production has not yet been made 
available by the Bureau. Total produc- 
tion capacity of the strawboard industry 
has been estimated at 375,000 tons an- 
nually.—U. S. Embassy, The Hague. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 








Panamanian Purchases 
Of TV Receivers Dip 


Television-receiver imports into Pan- 
ama declined sharply in 1957 after 
jumping from 233 units in 1955 to 4,038 
units in 1956, supplied mostly from the 
United States. 


A total of only 259 units were ex- 
ported to Panama in 1957, compared 
with 3,457 in 1956. 

Although no television stations are 
operating in the Republie of Panama, 
broadcasts now are being received from 
U. S. Armed Forces transmitters in the 
Canal Zone. The Government of Pan- 
ama has granted 4 permits for installa- 
tion of television stations, 2 in Panama 
City and 2 in Colon, but dates of com- 
pletion cannot readily be estimated. 


Market Expected to Grow 


The market for television receivers is 
expected to improve materially when 
commercial television stations are in 
daily operation in the territory under 
Panamanian jurisdiction. Estimates 
show that approximately 8,000 television 
receivers and more than 136,000 radio 
receivers are in use in the Republic of 
Panama. 

Indications are that Panama’s im- 
ports of radio receivers declined mod- 
erately in 1957 from the 15,120 units 
imported in 1956. A generally improving 
demand, however, is anticipated for all 
types of radio receivers, audio equip- 
ment, and components, including speak- 
ers, amplifiers and record players for 
high fidelity installations. The latter 
are assembled in custom-made mahog- 
any cabinets manufactured in Panama. 

Prior to 1950 the United States was 


New Tire Plant To Be 
Established in India 


A new automotive tire 
ing plant, with a production capacity 
of about 350,000 tires a year, is to be 
established at Kalyan, near Bombay 
city, India. 

The company will be called CEAT 
Tyres of India, Ltd., and have an ini- 
tial paid in capital of 11.5 million ru- 
pees (1 rupee=US$0.21), of which 60 
percent will be subscribed by CEAT 
S.P.A. of Italy and 40 percent by in- 
vestors in India. 

CEAT plant in India is expected to 
go into production sometime in 1959, 
with an initial capacity of 325 metric 
tons of tires a month. Production will 
be stepped up to 600 tons after 2 years, 
and the rated capacity of 1,000 tons is 
to be reached in 1963. The factory will 
produce both giant and automotive 
tires and tubes. 

The 2 automobile tire factories cur- 
rently in operation in India produced 
about 1 million tires in 1957. 
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manufactur- , 


the dominant supplier of radio receivers 
to Panama but the bulk of the trade 
now is divided on a fairly even basis 
among 5 countries—the United States, 
the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, 
West Germany, and Japan. Radio im- 
ports from Japan are rising as the re- 
sult of strong price competition in tran- 
sistorized and portable models; West 
Germany tends to take the lead in sup- 
plying consoles and the larger table 
models. 

The United States, however, main- 
tained its position in 1957 as the prin- 
cipal source of tubes, components and 
parts, including speakers, amplifiers, and 
record players. Imports of these items 
in 1956 were valued at $766,866, of 
which the United States supplied over 
80 percent. About 90 percent of the 
tubes imported, 85 percent of resistors, 
and approximately 90 percent of power 
transformers are U. S. types.—vU. S. 
Embassy, Panama. 


80 Percent of Furs Offered 
In Danish Auctions Sold 


Some 80,000 mink pelts were offered 
at the fur sales held in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, March 8-14, of which about 
80 percent were sold. The auctions in- 
cluded 53,000 standard mink skins, 15,000 
pastels, 8,000 silverblues, and 5,000 other 
mutations, 


Prices received were from 5 to 7 per- 
cent lower than at the January auction. 
Types and percentages of mink pelts 
sold and top and average prices re- 
ceived is shown in the accompanying 
table. Prices are in Danish crowns (1 
crown = US$0.145). 





Per- 
Top Average centage 
price price sold 
Standard mink 
eS 222 141 55 
Og 122 85 98 
Pastels 
IND onccedeciemes 190 152 83 
Females _.......... 106 80 89 
Silverblues 
a 166 114 63 
Females. .......... 102 72 95 
Sapphires .......... 216 107 93 
White mink ....... 290 144 99 
Blackcross .......... 170 116 99 


About 50 foreign buyers were at the 
auction, principally from the United 
States, Germany, Italy, and the United 
Kingdom. 

The last auction of the 1957-58 season 
is scheduled for April 25-29. 

About 60,000-70,000 mink skins are 
expected to be offered.—U. S. Embassy, 
Copenhagen, 





Norwegian cotton imports in August- 
January 1957-58 were 11,000 bales; all 
from the United States except a very 
small quantity from India, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

Total imports were 15 percent below 
the 13,000 bales imported in the com- 
parable period of 1956-57. 


i 


Venezuela Footwear 
Output at New High 


Footwear production in Venezue 
estimated at 8.5 million pairs exclusiy/ An agré 
of alpargatas—sandals—reached a regjplist Chin 
ord high in 1957. Output in 1956 Was 
estimated at 8 million pairs. 

A breakdown of production by prog 
ess, together with average retail sel, 
ing price is shown in the accompanying} The co 
table. greemen' 


Average r ’ 
‘Percentage Number price pen polows: 













of total of air in tonseet 
Process production pairs U.S. dollan ith tran 
Goodyear welt ....10 000 $15.00 
pS eee 12 1,020,000 15.00 F 
Switchdowns ..... 26 2,210,000 12.0 | As in 
Cemented ............. 36 3,060,000 9.0 sales 
Custom made ...... 4 340,000 24.00 
Other akan 1,020,000 3.60 Mraders. 

Total --ose8, 500,000 


jiaiaimaditn 30 percent were all 
leather, 58 percent part leather, and 1)pili 
percent entirely of other material 
Production by age-sex classification way 
as follows: Men’s 20 percent, youth’ 
and boys’ 22 percent, women’s 32 per. 
cent, Misses’ 20 percent, children’s § 
percent, and infants’ 1 percent. & 
Consumption per capita was estimat. 
ed at 1.4 pairs, exclusive of sandals. 
Production of alpargatas for the rural 
areas is declining. Output of this typ 
of sandal was estimated at 900,000 pairs 
in 1957, a drop of 100,000 pairs from 
1956 output. Manufacture of these san. 
dals, which retail at about $1.20 a pair, m 
represents the simple operation - Pag 
stamping or cutting out the leather a shipmen 
and ‘using cotton corded materials for}. Sovie 
the top. Foreign 
A breakdown by age-sex classification | 
of this production is as follows: Men's} [he V 
74 percent, youth’s and boys’ 15 percent, |#05€ 
women’s and misses’ 8 percent, chil-|te Kat 
dren’s 2 percent, tourist purchases 1 per- other U 
cent dealer. i 
Footwear imports were subjected to\*ase 1 
licensing and only relatively minor} Tdit 4 
quantities were permitted. Imports of valued 
all types of footwear into Venezuela in BFC 
the first 9 months of 1957 were valued left the 
at the equivalent of only $284,471, ae | 
which 90 percent were from the United} lee 
States. Late in 1957, the Ministry of tended 


A lea 
holesal 


to an 0 











Development announced that imports a 
of shoes for commercial trade, except mar 
for a minor quantity of sport shoes, nash 
would be prohibited in 1958.—U. S. Em dag 
bassy, Caracas. 
ture ar 
of the. 
BFC’ 
investment in ties U 
Patrick 
COLOMBIA fm or 
a U. Ss. 
65 cents princip 
From U. $. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superin- 


tendent of Documents, U. $. Govern: 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D.C. 
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2 Farm Surplus Pact 
'St| Signed With China 
eZuela 


clusiy{ An agreement for the sale to Nation- 
& renslist China for new Taiwan dollars of 
6 wasgurplus agricultural commodities valued 
t $12.1 million, including certain trans- 
tion costs, was announced by the 
1 aa partment of Agriculture on April 18. 
anying| The commodity composition of this 

nt, in millions of dollars, is as 
7.5; soybean oil or 











ith transportation costs estimated at 
6. 

As in other P. L. 480 agreements, 
sales will be made by private U. S. 
aders. 

The proceeds from this sale are to 
ysed for various purposes including 
jlitary assistance, loans by the Ex- 


terials port-Import Bank of Washington to 
on waspprivate U. S. and foreign firms, paying 
youths. S. Government expenses in the Re- 


32 perpublic of China and for international 
‘en’s seducational exchange programs. 





stima| Seed Firm Barred From 
mj) U. S. Export Privileges 


e rural 
oa A leading U. S. seed producer and 

pan holesaler, Rudy-Patrick Seed Co. of 
$_ from City, Missouri, has consented 
pe Sal tio an order denying it U. S. export 
bla privileges for participating in a trans- 
ne ot action which resulted in illegal trans- 
er aa shipment of U. S. surplus commodities 
als ie to Soviet-bloc countries, the Bureau of 

. |Foreign Commerce has announced. 

fication 


Men's} The violation of U. S. export controls 
ercent,j#rse out of a 3-party venture in which 
chil. the Kansas City firm joined with an- 
: 1 per- other U. S. seed firm and a third seed 
dealer in the United Kingdom to pur- 
ted to |chase 1,000 tons of U. S. Commodity 

minor}-tedit Corporation surplus alfalfa seed, 
orts of "alued at $270,000, for export. 
uela fn BFC charged that before the seed 
valued eit the United States ostensibly for 
471, of resale in Western Europe, Rudy-Pat- 

United tick learned that the British firm in- 
stry of tended to transship the major portion 
mports of the seed to Czechoslovakia and East 
except Germany and knew that advance BFC 

shoes, approval was required for such re- 
S. Em exportation. Nevertheless, the firm con- 
tinued in its association with the ven- 
ture and took no steps to inform BFC 
j\of the contemplated diversion. 

BFC’s order, effective April 15, de- 
ties U. S. export privileges to Rudy- 
Patrick for 1 month and places the 
frm on probation for 1 year. The other 
U.S. and British firms who were the 
Mincipal violators in the transaction 








ree || Were denied U. S. export privileges for 
erin- 3 months and 2 months, with proba- 
a tionary periods of 9 months and 10 
f) 


Months respectively. 
Under the terms of the denial order, 
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eekly 


Rudy-Patrick and any other person or 
firm with whom it may be related by 
ownership, control, or position of re- 
sponsibility are prohibited from export- 
ing, receiving, or otherwise participat- 
ing in U. S. exports, either directly or 
indirectly. The order further states that 
no export transaction or related service 
involving U. S. exports may be per- 
formed for it by any firm or person. 


Swiss Exporter’Denied All 
U. S. Export Privileges 


Oleine S. A., a wholesale chemical and 
pharmaceutical firm of Zurich, Switzer- 
land, and its owner, Emilio F. Bordin, 
have been denied all U. S. export privi- 
leges for illegal transshipment of anti- 
biotics and chemicals to communist 
destinations, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has announced. 


BFC’s denial order, dated April 3, 
denies U. S. export privileges to Oliene 
and its owner for the duration of ex- 
port controls, but provides that such 
privileges shall be restored to them 
after 1 year on condition that they 
comply with all U. S. export regulations 
as long as they remain in effect. 

BFC said that in 1955-56 Oleine, in 
order to obtain U. S. tetracyn, terra- 
mycin, and coal tar dyes for European 
Soviet bloc purchasers, represented to 
a supplier in the United States and 
to U. S. suppliers abroad that the ma- 
terials, valued at a total of about 
$16,000, were for end-users in the Free 
World. After gaining control over the 
commodities, Oleine caused them to be 
transshipped to the communist destina- 
tions, although the firm was aware 
all along that U. S. export controls 
prohibited such reexportations without 
the approval of U. S. authorities. 


The denial order bars Oleine and its 
owner, and any other persons or firms 
with whom they may be associated 
by ownership, control, or position of 
responsibility, from receiving, dispos- 
ing, financing, or otherwise participat- 
ing in U. S. exports, either directly or 
indirectly. The order further states that 
no export or related service shall be 
performed for them by any person or 
firm. 








Mexican Business ... 


(Continued from page 6) 
by the Board of Directors, should mar- 
ket conditions warrant it. 

The Government, on March 10, re- 
duced by 15 percent the official valua- 
tion for calculation of the export duty 
on coffee, which in turn decreased the 
duty payable. 

Corn imports continued to be heavy, 
with 127,496 metric tons imported in 
January, the largest since September 
1957, when imports reached 167,206 tons. 

Imports continued at approximately 


Tariff Commission Sets 
Dates for Hearings 


Public hearings will begin on Tues- 
day, June 3, at 10 a.m. on Schedule 3 
and Part 1 of Schedule 7 of the proposed 
revision and consolidation of the laws 
under which imported articles are clas- 
sified for tariff purposes, the Tariff 
Commission announced on April 18. 


Schedule 3 includes textile fibers and 
textile products; Part 1 of Schedule 7 
covers footwear; headwear and hat 
braids; gloves; luggage, handbags, bill- 
folds and other flat goods; as well as 
miscellaneous articles of leather or of 
fur. 


It is proposed ultimately to consoli- 
date these laws into a single set of 
schedules comprising 8 individual sched- 
ules for permanent provisions and one 
appendix for temporary tariff measures 
(See Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan. 
27, p. 32, Feb. 17, p. 32, and Mar. 
24, p. 32). 

Requests to appear at the hearings 
on these schedules must be filed in 
writing with the Secretary of the Com- 
mission not later than May 23. Parties 
who have properly entered an appear- 
ance by this date will be individually 
notified of the date on which they are 
scheduled to appear. Such notices will 
be sent as soon as possible after May 
23. Any person who fails to receive such 
notification by May 27 should immedi- 
ately communicate with the office of 
the Secretary of the Commission. 


Text of the proposed revised sched- 
ules is being sent to the Field Offices 
of the Department of Commerce, as 
well as the offices of collectors of cus- 
toms. and appraisers of merchandise at 
all headquarters ports of entry in the 
United States. It may also be inspected 
at the Tariff Commission in’ Washing- 
ton, D. C. 





the same high rate of the preceding 
months, totaling US$99.7 million, accord- 
ing to preliminary data. The value of 
exports is not available; however, data 
on exports of agricultural products, 
principally cotton and coffee, indicated 
a drop in January from the December 
seasonal peak of US$85.3 million—U, S. 
Embassy, Mexico City. 





Egyptian imports of unmanufactured 
tobacco during the first 6 months of 
1957, totaling 13 million pounds, were up 
about 10 percent from the January- 
June 1956 level of 11.9 million, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

Imports from the United States in- 
creased from 3,263,000 pounds to 4,592,- 
000 pounds. 
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Carpet, Rug Import 
Inquiry Broadened 


The Tariff Commission announced on 
April 16 that its escape clause investiga- 
tion into imports of Wilton and velvet 
carpets and rugs, initiated on January 
30 and scheduled for public hearing on 
June 10, has been broadened. 

Applicants filed an amendment of the 
application on April 15 to extend the 
original application to cover all floor 
coverings provided for in paragraph 
1117 (a) of the Tariff Act of 1930, ex- 
cept Axminster carpets, rugs, and mats, 
and carpets, rugs, and mats like in 
character or description to Axminsters. 


The Tariff Commission accepted the 
amendment and broadened Investiga- 
tion No. 67 to determine whether “Wil- 
ton carpets, rugs, and mats; Brussels 
carpets, rugs, and mats; velvet or tapes- 
try carpets, rugs, and mats; and carpets, 
rugs, and mats of like character or-de- 
scription; all the fore-going classifiable 
under paragraph 1117 (a) of the Tariff 
Act of 1930,” are, as a result of General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) concessions, being imported in- 
to the United States in such increased 
quantities, as to cause or threaten se- 
rious injury to the domestic industry 
producing like or directly competitive 
products. 

Interested parties desiring to be heard 
in this broadened investigation on June 
10, the date originally set, should file a 
written notice with the Secretary of the 
Commission at least 3 days in advance. 
Those who have already filed need not 
reenter. 





Thermometer Tariffs Raised 


The President, on April 21, accepted 
the recommendation of the Tariff Com- 
mission for increasing the tariff on 
clinical thermometers to 85 percent ad 
valorem and issued a proclamation to 
become effective on May 21. The im- 
port duty at the present time is 42 
percent ad valorem. 

The President’s action followed the 


Tariff Commission report of February 
21, in which it recommended, with two 
members dissenting, that the tariff 
should be increased under Section 7 of 
the Trade Agreements Extension Act 
of 1951, as amended, because the indus- 
try was suffering serious injury. 

The increased duty will be applicable 
to clinical thermometers, finished or un- 
finished, wholly or in chief value of glass, 
provided for in paragraph 218(a) of the 
Tariff Act of 1930. 


Travel Agent Charged With 
Export Control Violation 


John H. Diess, a New York travel 
agent of 20-15 Parsons Boulevard, 
Queens, N. Y., was arrested by Federal 
authorities in New York on March 11, 
charged with making false statements 
to effect shipment of strategic com- 
modities from the United States, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce has an- 
nounced, 

BFC officials stated that they had 
requested this action by the U. S. At- 
torney for the Eastern District of New 
York on the basis of evidence developed 





—————_. 


by BFC investigators indicating that 
Diess had arranged with the owners of 
a West German firm, Kesco, G.mbH, 
Frankfurt am Main, to ship strategic 
electronic equipment to other firms ip 
Frankfurt acting as “fronts” for Keseo, 
That firm has been permanently barred 
from participating in any U. S. exports 
on account of prior transshipments of 
strategic U. S. borax to Soviet-con. 
trolled destinations. BFC spokesme 
further stated that the materials ile 
gally shipped included silicon diodes and 
ground radio communication equipment, 
which were grossly misrepresented as to 
the value, and the name of a fictitious 
individual was given on the shipping 
documents as exporter. 

Diess was arraigned before U. § 
Commissioner Salvatore T. Abruzzo in 
the Egstern District of New York wher 
he waived hearing and was ordered held 
for the Grand Jury in $2,500 bail and 
forbidden to leave the United States. 

Each offense of this nature is punish. 
able on conviction by a fine of up to 
$10,000 and imprisonment of up to 5 
years. 
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